In the meantime the rifle ang machine gun fire across the track
had ceased, so I knew that the Test of my men Wit must heve gotten
away successfully or had been Kilited, i ' '

Haswell asked me what I intended to do; my reply was that I
intended to sweat it out for a while.

Just about that time the mortar shells and rifle grensades began
to fall around us, and a piece of shrapnel cut my left thumb. The firing
ceased for a while and Haswel ] asked agein what I intended to e o.
I gave him she same reply, because I thoueht mayhe they woulg figure

that we were dead and would ceéase Iiring; then we would be able to
reke a eet-away after dark. |

so Haswell tied an OD handkerchief on s stick and began waving it
and shout "Kamerad." The firing ceased ang Haswell started to rise
‘with his hands over his- head. He was fired Oon, so he dropped agsin
behind the log and startegd wavine the handkerchief age in. They ceased
firing again, so Haswell raised with his hands over his head; this time

8 Gerran soldier motioned us forward, so we hid our weapons behind the
log and went toward the German soldier

We were taken to the company CP where we gave them our neme, rank
~and serisl numbe r, and they searched us, teking our wallets, money,
knives and pay book and sealing them in s large envelope. A medic then
entered the room, who could Speak fluent English, end asked that we

sigm’ a statement syaing that we hag recelved no serious injuries due
to the previaus_actimn. This we 4dig. : . .

| In searching us they had overlooked a hang grenade that I had
in my be ck pocket, but in going throueh the door 8s we headed for the
Bn Cp, the guard’s hasnd accidentally hit the grenade in my pocket, so

hé relieved me of it, end at first he seemed sngry, but he was soon
smiling .

When we arrived at the Bn CP, which was in s laree .bomb-proof
shelter, we were put into -a small room with two guards that coulgd
speak excel lent Inglish. We tried to talk the guards into hiding out
wi th us and ret urning to our lines thet night, but the guards told us

that there. wassn't anythine that they could do to help us. We were
never questioned while at the Bp CP,.

From here we started toward the Garrison CP; when we were approxi-
mately 50 yards from the door of the Bn CP we met an SS officer and
an S8 trooper; the officer halted us and ey €exidently not
trustine the two gus rds behind us, he put the trooper behind us in
a guard also. We continued on toward the Garrison CP, and as we made
a risht turn around the corner of a building a young ecirl was knocking
on the door--when she turned snd saw us she Jjumped "into the air |
laughing angd shoutifge, "Amerikan Swine , Amerikan Swine." The SS trooper

=
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immediately quieted her, so then she turned her back to us, but:
the trooper made her turn around and face us again. We later found
out thet German civilians are not al lowed to mock, harass or turn
their backs on American prisoners of war. :

We arrived at a very large fort, which was the Garrls{j[l GE.
at approximately 1500 hours. Haswell was then taken"to the lntelll—
gence Officer, who could sreak fluent Enelish, and 1 was taken to
another 1OO0M where 1l was eiven somethine to eat Haswell returned
after about three hours, and then I was taken to the Intelligence

 Officer.

I was oiven & seat and he ‘began to return my money, billfold,
pey book end knives. He asked for my nare, rank, serisl number and
mother's address. | -

He then ssid, "1 see you don't wear a division insignia, so
it would do mo good to ask you your division."

I said, "No, it would do no good."
He said, "Give me your regiment; that won't hurt anything."

I thousht, well, if I egave him & regciment or group number,
he could trace that end cet my division, so I 8=id, "I have no Regt.“

He said, "Well, how.about _you:r battalion,”

3 thc:ught, well, the same question, so I said, "I have no Bn."
He s‘aid,. "Give me your company."

I replied, "I have no company."

He hegiteted a moment and then asked, "What in hell are you
anyway‘? You hsve me stumped."”

I stated, "That is exactly what 1 intended to do."

Further queatlonlng on this point ceased, so he then asked my
occupation in civilian life, to which I gave the reply as structural

st eel worker.

His rePIy was "Well, thet explains your tskine so reny unnecessary
chances.,"” | '

He asked, "Have you ever led a patrol 1ntc AACHEN before thls
time, and in what direction did you come from?"

‘1 replied, "I don't know what directiqn I -came from, but 1 have
led a patrol into AACHEN before end have taken prisoners also."

There were no further questions at this time and he began to
ta 1k about the wer in general. His opinion was that for them the war
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was lost, because the Germsns were mekine their last oreanized stand
at the border, and if our armor cquld meke @ breakthrough,their lines
be fore it turned cold and stertedg#snowing, the war would be over in
two months; but if we did not make s breakthrough before that time,
the war would cc on until next spring. _

He asked my opinion of the war, but I told him that I did not
wish to express my opinion. - :

1 was teken back to the room, and Haswell was sgaein teken to
the Intelligence Officer. This time the officer ece in tried to find
out what unit we were from, but -he failed. So he sta rted talking
about his life and the United Ststes. He said that he had a cousin
in New York on the Police Force. The of ficer also stated that he
heted Hitler and he predicted thet the waer would soon be over, but
that the Germans would not surrender as lone as Russis had anything
to do with the peace terms.” He wanted to know how the Germsn prisoners
were treated . He stated the fact that the German soldier hichly ;
respected our artillery. He also stated that meny of the German of ficers,
especially on the Russian front, were killed by Nazi arents be camse
they at tempted to egive orders that were contrary to the belief of the
.+ Nazi party.

After about 30 minutes Haswell and the of ficer returned, and he
shoved us to our beds. He warndd me against usine my knife on guards
in attempting to try to escape, because it would go down on our PW
record and 1If we were ceptured agadin|that wé \would be killed, but
1T we could escape without killdine ‘anyone, well and good. The officer
left ahd we went- to slzep. |

| When we awoke the next mornine &t mm OQ}G we were taken to
eanother shel ter where there were 31 other American Prisoners of War.

_They hed just served dinner end@we were tekine a few bites when
they gcalled us out of our rooms, lined up in a column of twos and were
~counted. At this time we could hear very clearly the small arms fire
ous side. We were told that we were going to move out and to welk -with
our hands clasped behind our head. We moved out and were returncd to
the Garrison CP,

On the third day the Germsn soldiers were sent in with rain water
Ior us to bathe im and shave with,

| Food was runnine out and everyone's rations were being evut down.
Finally all of their water ran ou , and each time that they gave their
soldlers a ration of wine for water, each PW was given the ssme share
of wine and food. | ' : e

All the soldiers and officers seemed to be very calm duringe the
entire stay there; Just before each meal the Intelligence Officer
would always come up to the room and eet a different PW each time to
0 to his room with him to eat. But he would always refrain from
questioning at that time. He also talked about his personal life and
his opinion of thefl war. ;

"2
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On the mornine of the 21st of October, Lt, George Schwabb, the
Germen Intelligence Officer, came into the PW room and was talking
to & small group of men for ahout five minutes, when Haswell came
over to me in the far corner of the room and &asked to borrow my
cartridee belt. When I asked him why he wanted to borrow it, he said
that the Germans had two men killed trying to et out with the wh ite
fla - sonessmmsews for the surrender of the fort, and Lt., Schwabb
wanted a volunteer from one of the PW's to carry the flag out. SO
Haswell volunteered, and Lt. Shipley, a PW, told him to wear &
cartridee belt in order to look more like an-American soldier. So
I put on the belt and said that I was going with hin.

Lt. Schwabb and the executive officer led us to the pillbox
door, where a Germsn soldier was unrolling the flag; 1 took the flag
and we ran 1o the middle of the street ané started waving it. There
wes & erest deal of small arms fire at first, but I continued to
wave the flag until the firine ceased and an American soldier leaned
out of a window of a house 100 yards away and motioned me to him.

We calleé the two officers and they fodlowed us. We had gone about
50 yards when a mortar shell lended by the pillbox door. The two
off icers took cover in e ditch, but we continued to walk forward,
wavine the flag, when two more shells landed ebout 20 yards away.
The mortars then ceased firine and the two officers continued toO
follow us. again until we reached an Arerican soldier, who led us
to his platoon officer, who gsave us 45 minutes to have the entire
carrison in a column of fours marching to him. |

At 1100 hours we returned to the CP with the white flag, and
we were returned to ouf room to get our equipment . We were giving
our instructions to Lt, Shipley when Lt, Schwabb returned and teid
owswuwemmeEn s that Col. Wilk requested that we lead him &nd his
staf f out ahead of the rest of the garrison. Lt, Shipley told us to
20 ahead and he would stsy and see that all the orders were carried
out . : e -

R e —

We werc it led to the colonel 's room@Pwhere he and his entire
staff had asserbled with their equiprent. We asked the colonel for
his pistol, so he removed it, threw the clip under the bed, lalid the
pistol on the table, smiled and left the room. Lt. Schwabb said that
was the way he had of giving us the pistol, because he could not
hand it to us. '

73 As we left the pillbox with the white flag _andﬁaf-f, a few
shots were fired behind us, so 1 told him to have them stop firing
or we would 211 be killed, and. Col, Wilk gave the order that all
firineg would cease. _

. We merched up the street where we were met by the American
of ficer who eave us the terms, and then we were carried to the Bn
UP. Upon our arrival here, Col. Wilk ordered his entire staff to
come by and shake our hands. .He then came up, shock our hands, :
snapped to sttention and saluted; we returned the salute and he
then saluted again and said something in Gerran, which Lt. Schwabb

auoted to us, "He ‘and his staff wish to thank you for your display

of eellant bravery in carrying ocut the-white flag, when two of his
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men were killed while tryine to
would &also recornnend us for some

get out with the white flae. He
high awerd for such action.™

We were then ioe ded on some trucks and teken to the Recimental
CP, where Lt, Griffith of our company was weiting for us. We

~returned to the spot atPwhich we were ceptured, regsined our hidden
weapons: dnd returned back to our unit . | :

(Source: S-2, 1106 Ener. Gp.)
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The 1st Inf Div could not do much until the XIX Corns advanced east at least

1106th Engineer Group South of Aachen

to the 8§d grid line. Then the 1st Div had to have one regiment free to attack to
the north, about 2 kilometers east of AACHEN, thus sealing it off. Consecuently,
as the XIX Corps moved east, on 29 Sept 4L the 18th Inf Regt was relieved for that
assignment by moving in the 1106th Engr Group and superimposing the engineers on
the 18th's positions. lThe front thus taken over by the 1106th Engr Group was
about 9,000 yards long, extending from (793413) south of VAELSERQUATIER on the
Holland border, southeastward to (8454L00) in the viciniiy of STEINBRUCK, a German
village about a mile south of the city of AACHEN. The right flank of the 1106th
Engr Group thus extended to the vicinity of the left flank of the 26th Inf Regt.

Previously the 1106th Engineer Group had moved into a bivouaec area in the
woods on both sides of the road leading from HERGANRATH (7936) to HAUSET (8236).
Their mission had been to prepare for the briégng ofi~tHe Rhine,

This was the first time'the 1106th had ever done any real infantry duty, and
so for the next three days they learned“hgwyfrnm'the men of the 18th Inf Regt.
They accompanied the latter on patrols, learned the positions of the enemy, and

. . = ;
in general learned the rudiments of infantry i tacties.

It should be remembered that an Engineer Group does not have many of
the weapons organigally belonging to, or attached to, an infantry regiment. The
former had nn/Héa?y;HEapnnsfﬂﬁmuanﬁ, no AT guns, nm}ﬂﬁnncnfzﬁmﬂany, no tanks,
no ID's and no assault guns,

In view of the above absence of weapons and armor, the 18th Inf was pulled
out of the line with the greatest secrecy, and every effort was made to keep the
enemy from knowing about the shift. The men were Instructed to remove all
jdentifications of the unit to which they belonged. They kept the enemy paktially
fooled by very aggressive patroling. These patrols extended well into the out-
skirts of AACHEN, one patrol reaching (837417), and others to the road from
VAALS to AACHEN, :

The line held by the 15th was on the reverse slope of the hill running
northwest to southeast in grid squares (8139) and (8140) -- see overlay -- with
the enemy¥looking down our throats.® The 18th moved forward generally northeast

over the crest of the hill and the 1106th dug in right in back of them, thus
gaining the commanding ground., Part of this line had been held by a company of

A\
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Belgians and French who were removed before the adjustment took place, At about
011930 Oect 4L thé 18th pulled out with all theh{mapons and armor, leaving the »
ngineers, with their first mission as infantry being to hold the line south
of AACHEN,

Lthe 238th ingr én was placed on the right flank and the 237th on the left,
the dividing point just east of the &1st grid line. The most important action of
the 236th Sngr 5n was located in the viéinity of Hiil 203 (873L405), On the map
this hill appears to be commanding ground, but on the ground itself the house
in STEINBRUCK at (839404) proved of much greater importance,

kst Lt. Stuart C, MeArthurrwas assigned the mission of taking the hill,

féffgf #ith a combat patrol of one squad he proceeded to the hill at 0200 Oct,
s eyt e

lle found parbed wire and trip wires on the forward slope. The enemy permitted

the patrol to cut the wires and infiltrate into their positions

y and then opened

fire. ILt. McArthur was wounded in both legs, The patrol was withdrawn, evacuating
the officer, @ evening 1st Lt., John.B. Wéng was ordered on the same mission,
this time with two squads. .The paﬁrml proceeded to the house mentioned above
where they remained for the night, proceeding to the hill at dawn, Again the enemy
allowed the patrol to enter their position before opening fire, One EN was killed,
two wounded, and the patrél withdrew, evacuatiﬁg the dead and wounded,

The same afternoon Lt. Wong and Lt, Latchow went back to the house, this
time with a flatnan. Ihey then directed artillerv fire on Hill 203 and on the
area just east of it in which the enemy had set up several AA guns, vicinity

(8L0405). They then moved forward and occupied 203, boxing in the area wibh
mortar and arty fire. This gave the Engineers a commanding position, and in
addition, 203 was to serve as a hinge about which thev would move as the 26th
moved west thru AACHEN,
In protecting themselves from possible enemy counterattacks, the 1106th Engr
Grp used road blocks on all avenues of approach into their positions, These roade
blocks were generally comprised of a concertina in front, then a series of mines,
followed by bazookas. The 238th Engr Bn used a novel method. The case of the
bazooka was nsed as a launcher, was fixed Hrmly to a2 post or a tree and sited
on a possible target. A wire was attached to the igniter and to 2 battery, then
run to a foxhole where an observer could discharge them by merely pressine a button.
3 They were usually laid in series and sited as the situation demanded, Any

t ;
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arrangement desired could be worked
bazooka out. The 237th Bn did not use the
indicated arrangement, but preferred
to use a man in a foxhole firing
foxhole
the bazooka on the target directly.
In addition to roadblocks, both
Bns used large numbers of booby traps,
both pressure and pull type, using -3 A, P, mines. To some of them flares were
attached so they would have an opportunity to know when the enemy penetrated their
positions, While they did not have a single cauntezj"attack, there were many enemy
patrols, all of which came at night and resulted in considerable firing on both
sides.
As mentioned earlier, vigerous patrolling was conducted by both Engineer Bns.
Some of them bear mention. The day the 18th moved out; the men of Company "A"
238th Engr. Bn were busily engaged laying wire when they were sniped at by the
enemy. Lﬂdating the positions from which the fire came, they laid dowm an 8lmm mortar
barrage. Immediately afterwards a combat patrol moved out,and before they had gone
100 yds they ran into enemy fire, They killed one, a staff sergaant,\fmd took 6
Fii's, one of whom was wounded.
Another patrol from "A" Go moved out at 08U4O0 Dct from (819397) to a RR
underpass a£ (827L0L). The patrol was led by Lt, %, J. Shepard and consisted of
12 men, ILt. P. A, Geffhan who had been over the route previouslg,accnmpanied it
One IMG was set up to fire under the underpass;and the riflemen were placed in

back of the hedserow on the left side of the road.

Biflemen N
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The enemy allowed the patrol to get in position and opened fire at
abo uwt ey
approximately 0600, The fire fight lasted M&y 15 minutes, ﬂ'ﬁ'le enemy
killed one and wounded one man, while the p&trnl put one MG out of action. It
- was then withdrawn without further difficulty, the dead man being left behind,

Lt Jda G; Draganﬁa an@(i:qu established an outpost 2,000 yards to the front
at(%zﬁhlél He moved out at 161400 Oct and returned 172000. ihile there he directed
arty fire on the eneny.

Like the 238th, the 237th Engr. Bn. engaged in active patrolling, wﬁich
extended N to the road between VAALS and AACHEN, Their left flank was exposed,
the 1lst Reconnaissance Trp providing a screen te the W of AACHEN. The right platoon
of this troop was located in the viecinity of (791409) ﬂhare;Eelgium, Hollanmd and
Germany join. An average of one patrol per night made contact with this platoon.

The patrols generally moved out at dusk and returned around midnight., In or-
der to vary the progedure they occasionally were sent out around midnight, return-
at dawn, Daylight rcn patrods were sent to the vicinity of VAALS every two
or three days.

For one of these, a sniper patrol, three men volunteered, These mﬂﬁ, sgb.
Kellan, Pvt.‘Paganm and Cpl., Clapp, moved out at 061430 Oct, shot up a NG met in
VAALSQUARTIER and moved on to VAALS., They were unable to léave the town because
they had been sighted by the enemy. So they went into a barber shop and'gnt a
shave while "waiting for things to cool down", after which they got out of town
without trouble,

Two reasons for the success of the 1106th in holding the S flank of AACHEN
ml| Morta
have been the 58th FA Bn and Co "A" of the 87th Bn (4.2)., The former
worked so closely with the Engineers that Col T. De. F. Rogers, CO of the
 Engineer Group, says they, the Engineers, consider the FA Bn a part of them.

The 4.2 mortars in conjunction with the 8lmm mortar crews trained by each Bn

Lawe provided accurate and ready support 24 hrs a day. BEach Co CO had fields of

s
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fire previously registered by both arty and mortars

s and on vhich they could
call fire by number,

street car bomb, Three af £

hese were sent into AACHEN., The plan was to send

attract attention, and then a
to Major Martin F, Massoulia, Ex.

the car in, have it stop, explode it (according
Off. of the 238th Engr By),

The first car was pulled to the top of the hill (819400) by truck. It was

expected that the momentum would carry it beyond the Alst grid lin34 It was loaded

German rockets, fifty

88mm shells, two boxes 20mm shells, two boxes 37mm shells and hand

grenades and
rifle grenades,

It was well booby tra?::r-ed and set with a tinme fuse fur%mimmes.

It was relessed the 9th Oet ang apparently caused the enemy considerable concemn,
because they operied fire on it,

Unfartunately'the motor had not been

discﬂnnected,
and actlng as a brake slowed the progress of the

car down, aui It stopped at sbout,

(816&05) where it exploded, It did not do much damage other than to cause the

enemy to expose their positions,

The second cap Was loaded about the Same as the first and released on 10 Ot .
(30)

,gﬁmlnutes.

firsp,which was about 300 yards in front of

The time fuses were set for thirt Ihe car stopped at the wreckage of the

the Engineers! outpost, The lattepr

then went dowvm and cleared the track

of the wreckage preparatory to sending down
a third,

The third was loaded zbout the Same as the other twn but the time fuses were set
for 10 minutes (which Maj. lassoulio considered about right), This one was released
16 Oct and reached the built-up area around the Llst grid bine,

(No report on damage

done was available at the time this was written, )

In view of the length of the front, its lack of depth an@; the lack of reserves

+ This ineluded the(ﬁ%%i} Co of the Engineér

= il

- § -

e¥erybody had to piteh in and help
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Grp., about 80 strong. Every day a few of them were sent into the line for 24 hrs.
During the cigarette shortage around the 1st of Oct some of these men were in
the line. Realizing the desire of the men in the line for a smoke, they sent

them almost a barracks bag full of cigarettes out of their own limited supplies,

b R i R e ——

Fersons interviewed in connection with the section on the 1]106th Engr Gros
Col. T. De F. Rogers, GO 1106th Engr Grp
Lt. Col., John W, Coffee, Ex. Off., 1106th
Capt. James W, Hutson, S-2, 1106th
Lt. Col. Jay P, Dawley, CO 238th KEngr Bn
Maj. Martin F. Massoulio, Ex. Off. 238th
1st Lt, Stanley Bass, Asst. S-3, 238th
1st Lt, Lawrence Gané, Fxe. OfF.6-50a-C '233th
Capt. R, S, Richmann, CO Cﬂ'ﬁj 238th |
Lt. Col, Hershel E, Linn, CO , 237th Engr Bn

Maj. Robert P, Tabb, Ex. Off., 237th
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BATTLE OF AACHEN

GL- N7
7h5th Tank Battalion, B Company , 1st, 2d and 3d platoons éiéi)
Attached to 18th Inf Regt, 8 — 19 October I
Interviews:

ist platoon: Sgt. Robt. (NMI) Miksa, driver
Pfe, Edward N, Hardesty, asst. gunner
Pvt, James . Bolton, asst., driver
Cpl. Wesley L. WAters, gunner

2d platoon: Sgt. Erwin G. Hajek, driver
Cpl. Eben H. Jacobs, driver

3d platoon; Sgt. Archie C. Ross, tank commander
Sgt. Eorl R. Jacobson, tank commander
Sgt. Jas. E, Mathes, platoon sergeant
Pvt, William Sam, asst., gunner
Pvt. Geo, T, Jones, asst. driver

Note: The following are fragmentary accounts of some of the actions of B Co
medium tanks during the VERLAUTENHEIDE-RAVELS B, Hill fighting, 8 - 19 Oct 44,
None of the officers who led the platoons at the time 6f the actions was
available; and there was no opportunity to see the company commander, ILt.
Samuel O. Hernandez, 1lst platoon leader, was replaced 24 Oct, Lt, Harold
Howenstein, 2d platoon leader, was wounded Oct. 11 and replaced. Lt., Keller,
3d platoon leader, was not available. A corisiderable number of non-coms were
knocked out during the fighting, while some of those available could only
account for actions of their own vehicles, and then were often uncertain about
dates and units with which they were fighting. The information obtained about
the fighting in VERLAUTENHEIDE 8-9 Oct, when all the avajlable tanks were in
that vicinity, is less incomplete than that pertaining to the later period
when most of them were in the vicinity of HAAREN and Ravels, B, Hill.

Prepared by: T/§ Ridgely C. Dorsey, 2d Info & Hist Serv, 1lst U. S. Army

8 Oct 44+ - Ten Sherman tanks of the 2d and 3d platoons and four tank

deatrcyérs of the 634th TD Bn (see interview with Lt. Duffy) were expected
to give support to elements of the 18th Inf Regt in the attack on VERLAUTEN-
HEIBEB. The assault infantry companies, E and F, of the 18th pushed off
from the ID south of VERLAUTENHEIDE, vicinity (891449), about OLOO, and

the attached armor followed sbout daylight. What happeﬂad to the Sherman

tanks of the 2d and 3d platoons, and of the 1lst which followed a little later;

is indicated by the following: -
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Three of the 2d platoon Shermans came through the RR underpass (3870L425)
south of VERLAUTENHEIDE early that morning, one of the others having gotten
siick in the mud near EILENDORF, and another having been knocked out just
south mf'the_RR underpass, apparently by artillery fire. Sgt. Hajek did not

Just south of the

knDW'thg details, One of the three remaining hit a mine and fell out oo/
RJ (887453) below VERLAUTENHEIDE. This stopped the column, and an enemy bazooka-
man from a house on the left of the road got a hit on another 2d platoon tank,
penetrating and putting that vehicle out of action. That left only Sgt., Hajek!s
tank in the 2d platoon. He pulled off the road into an orchard on the right,
and said he waited 3 or L hours while the area ahead was being swept for mines.
He said he got into VERLAUTENHEIDE about 1500, but did no firing., Later that
evening the 2d platoon tank driven by Cpl. Jacobs, and previously stuck near
EILENDORF, joined that driven by Spgt. Hajek.

Meanwhile, of the five 3d platoon tanks, one fell out with a broken part
(not enemy action) while still in the BEILENDORF viecinity, while another was
put out of action just after daylight by a mine just north of the RR underpass,
After an hour's wait South of VERLAUTENHEIDE, for mine sweeping, the 3 remaining
3d platoon Shermans reached VERLAUTENHEIDE about 0900, encountering there

"the worst artillery fire", Sgt. Jacobson said, "he had ever seen,” The tanks

had scarcely any opportunity to teturn fire, "They couldn't move."
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Prepared by HAHRI’D;ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂglgq§q§§332nd Info & Hisbt Serv, lst U.S.Army

npt 1206A Col. Wilks, commander of Aachen, surrendered the garrison and
installations of the enemy pocket to Gen. Tavlor, Asst. CO of 1lst Inf. Div."

Se read the message announcing the fall of Aachen, 21 Oct L.

Anchen was a city of some 165,000 population in 1939. It was an important
railroad center for Germany, France, Belgium and Holland. Numerous industrie§
were located therg,including factories for the manufacture of clothing, electric
motors, other machines, glassware and radio parts. The city also had one of
the largest needle factories in the world, a railroead car.factoryj sﬁgar factory,
and nickle works. It is located in 2 ﬁalley and surrounded by hills. lost of the
buildings were of stone or brick, with only a verv few being of wood.

Many of the civilians left after the British warned them that the city
was to be bombed, The first raid on 1k Avril 4l -demolished about half the
buildings, and subsecuent raids on 26, 27, and 28 May practically finished it.
(The writer visited the city on the morning of the surreade;uand saw the com-
plete gutting of buildings over the route he travelled, It was fare indeed when"
a building was found that was still usable.) By the time the Americans began
their attack on Aachen it was estimated that not over 15,000 te 20,000 civilians
were left in the city. Bkost of these were women and children, or those who
remained in an effort to protect their property.

The ecity of Aachen was not imporbant to the German Army becanse it %3 WAS
neither a natural nor an artifidel fortress. The railmadswn:g/all destroyed
and the fa.ctories\weither meew destroyed or moved east of the Ehine,

In the attack of VII Corps elements across the German border 12-13 Sevt Lk,
our army directives stated the Siegfried Line and the city of Aachen as the
objective of attack, since the city was considered a part of the line. Since,

however, the city was of no value to the American Army other than as a route
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for wvehicular #raffic, and even then not essential, it was 1nitially planned
to sweep around and envelop it.

While the XIX €orps moved forward ng¥th of the ecity, the VII Corps was to
attack northeast to crack the outer defenses of the Siegfried Line south of
AACHEN, moving through the partly wooded terrain and geining the high ground that
commands the smﬁxhern and southeastern approaches to the city. The immediate
objective was to take ESCHWETLER about 6 or 7 miles on the other side (north-
east) of AACHEN connecting with the XIX Corps and thus cutting off the city:
and to seize the road center of DUREN on the right flank, 15 miles east of
AACHEN, preparatory to meving to the Rhine River,

On the VII Corps' left flank, its 1st Uivision was to attack and
envelop AACHEN from the south and to seize the high ground to the northeast.

The 3d Armored Division in the center was to penetrate to LSCHWEILER: and the
Oth Division was to outflank the enemy on the right and1take the DUREN road
caqter. |

On 12-13 Sept L4, Corps elements crossed the German border and sugcessfully
cracked ﬂﬁtgr SieEfried Line defenses; by 16 September elements of the lst
Division had seized the high ground araund.EIIEHBORF,_immediately east of
AACHEN, and good progress was made on the right. DBut by 20-21 Sept the enemy
had assaﬁbl&d enough resistance to counterattack on favorable terrain. The
3d Armmr?d in the center was hit heavily and stopped in and around the faﬁtnry
town of STOIBERG, 5 miles east of AACHEN: and the 9th Division on the right
was unable to come up farther than SCHEVENHUTTE.

By 8 Oct LL, after more than 3 weeks of stubborn enemy resistance, the
SiegPried Line had been penetrated, and AACHEN enveloped, but a small gap to
the northeast was still oven, through which the enemy was supplying the
holding forces left in the city. These enemy forces, though small, were a
potential threat to our rear, reguiring the tying up of a considerable number

X 9.
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of troons. Before further attacks eastward, it was decided to close the gap
out of AACHEN, and clean out the city. The bulk of the job fell to the VIT

Corps, and in particular on the

1st Division, as will later be described,

Enémy Forces in AACHEN

On 10 Oct 44, It. Cedric A.Tafley, 5-2 of the 26th Inf., Regt

between 3,000 and 4,000 enemy troops

. ©3timated
that there were

in AACHEN, This figure
was subject to fluctuation due to the fact that a gap between the 30th iv

and the 18th Inf Regt had not been clﬂaeq,and the enemy could move elther in

or out of the city, A further difficulty in estimating the enemy strength was

the fact that some of the Paiy had been juggled around S0 much they did not know

the unit to which they had belonged. Tt was estimated that elements of at

least 52 company strength units were in the city.

These were reshuffled to form
the major units noted below,

The 2L6th Division included the following:

3524 Inf Regt including:tWE-hittaliﬁns. The 13th Co which was an AT Co_

but used bazookas. The 14%h Co had four 75 mm Inf Howitzers. Two platoons

of 120 mm mortars, each having four guns,

689th Inf Regt., composed of

fotal strength 900 - 1,000 men,

about the same. It was Supposed to have

three battalions, but PsW were taken from only two.

LOLth Inf Regt, This regiment was moed north to GEILEHKIRUHEH (8664) to

meet the threat of the 30 U, S. Inf Div,., about 7 Qet LL, vRere

it was committed,
suffering terrific casualties,

It returned to AACHEN in the vicinity of the

northern railroad station the night of 12-13 Oect. After its return its strength

was estimated at 500 men.

The 19th Fortress Sattalion, estimated at 500 men.,

The Diendl Battalion, made up of odds and énds from other units, around

200 men, but fluctuated from time to time,
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2hL6th F, A, Battalion, made up of six horse-drawn 105 mm Inf, howitgzers,

At least six 75 mm S, P, assault guns and two Mark IV tanks,

About 150 men from the 1st 53 Panzer (Hitler) Division came in thrnuﬂh
the "gap" on the night of 17-18 Oct, They gap had been held by friendly pa-
trols by this time and was thought closed; but this group got thruuﬂmThaw
brought in an AT plat, of 75's, one Inf, Howitgzer plat. of two 75's, an AT
plat. of three 20 mm AA, and the rest infantry, There troops were promised to
the defenders of AACHEN for several days before they arrived, They were
probably sent in to bolster morale and%iaged a counterattack on the 3d Bn,
26th Inf.Regt,nn.l? Oct (on which they were congratulated by Model, according
to a captured document.) No ground was lost in the counterattack.

An estimated 125 AACHEN police were given rifles and put in the line, using
their police uniforms. Thev were broken down into squags of elght, each saquad
being given s machine gun. The chiefirof police; liaSor Zimmerman, was in charge,

On the night of 15-18=0ct about 80 police from the Uologne sreg ﬁame thruuﬁh
the gap and joined the fight, About the 16th Oct., Lt. Tafley estimated that
the PsW already captured plus the enemy still in the city totaled %350 men,
ﬁctuallgbduring the whole campalign, 3,44/} PsW were taken, as follows:

11 October - 81 PsW, including 6 Officers

12 October 10 ® " no n
13 Gctober 307 o " 6 i
14 October 279 t 9 "
15 October 26 U 1 no 1
16 October o2 n 5 7
17 October 8] = 1 1 "
18 October 213 ¢ 1 2 5
19 October 120 o g 1 g
20 October A16 © i 3 0
21 October ;3626 n " L8 i

The above figures include 193 evacuated thru medical channels as litter
cases and about 600 walking wounded, G=2 estimated one dead to four wounded,
(The above table of figures ineludesonly Psy captured in the city of AACHEN

by the 26th Inf Regt.)
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Wihen Col. Gerhard Wilks, commander of AACHEN, surrendered at 1200,
21 Oct., he estimated he had about 500 men left., Actually, 1626 were captured
that day alone,

compostd of

While the enemy was a long way frcﬁHEE{g%IEFEEEJtranps, approximately
50 percent of them being over 35 vears old, they had mostly 1941 equipment,
They were all Germans with the exception of about 15 Russians .V

In addition to being reinforced as noted above,the enemy attempted to
drop supplies by air. On one attampglé plane was shot dovm,and on another a
box of bazookas and an 81 mm mortar were dropped between the enemy and friendly

- as -
linesj and \mewe”cantured by the Americans. The latter used the mortar but not
,. ﬁ whom,,
the bazookas against the menYthey were intended,Seds—

The Ultimatum to the City

The plan for taking AACHEN was first to encircle the city: then issue an
uwltimatum demanding its surrender; and third, if the ultimatun was rejected, to
take the city. The XIX c&ﬁﬁs movred “east ta-the.nurth of AAGHEN, The 18th Inf
Regt, moved north to the east of the city to join with the XTX Corps. On 10 Oct
the.mm?emﬂnt of both units was complete except for a gap between the two
through which movement to and from AACHEN could continue,

At 101050A Oct A4kL, the ultimatum was delivered, INot receiving an
answer by the end Df'the 2L4=hour period allotted, the military plan of taking
the city want into execution. No terrific bombardment was planned (the city was
already demnlished),but 2 steady use of dive bombers on pre-selected targets
irrepularly spaced plus artillery to inflict casualties, soften up defenses,
and cover the entrance of American troops into the city. It was to be a gradual
-encirclement wikth slow, steady pressure, thus taking the city. American

casualties would thus be held to a minimmm,.
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Air Preparation ¥

Important points in the city, mostly on the perimeter, were selecteq,and
frﬂm.these targets to be hit were picked, as well as those to be avoided,
such as hﬂspitals. These targets were then grouped, three to an area. Groups
- of planes were briefed on primary and secondary targets. Thev would hit the
primary if possible and if not, then the secondary, The tarcets on which each
group was briefed and which they hit are shown on overlay. The tarcets for 12
Oct are different from those on the 11th, On the 13th AACHEN became a seconﬂary
mission for all groups.

IThe targets were marked with red smoke by the lst Div, Arty. Aerial .
observation indicated that all bombs hit the target areas as marked. On the
11th Oct the following froups (2 group consisted of 36 -~ 4O planes) made one
bombing run each on AACHEN.

36 7+h Grmun P=381s
LOLth P=L71g
368th _.J» P-li71s
FLLh B P-381's
The tonnage of bombs dropped by these units of the Ninfh Air Force on

AACHEN was as follows:

11 Oet - 62,25 tons
12 Oet -~ G9,00 tons
1308 - 11.50 tons

Total - 172.75 tons

On 11 Oct all of the above indicated groups participated in the bombing:
on 12 October the following groups participated, 367th Group of P-36's,
373:1"31‘:::11}3 of *P—47l5, and the AOLth Gr;:}up of P-47's, On 13 Oct., AACHEN
Eecama a secondary mission and about 6 squadrons bombed the city. (A souadron
consists of 12 plénes, and a group of 86 - 4O planes or three squadrons, the
4 extras being sent along to take the place of anv lost before reaching the
bombing run.) After the ljth Oct no bombing was done excert on call from
the infantry in AACHEN, During the bombings of 11-13 Oct., the planes normally

strafed with their machine guns during their dives,

- —
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Persons interviewed in connection with the preceding section:
Col. 0. C. Troxel Head of G-3 Section, VII Corps

W, H, Geman, Under-burgomaster of KORNELIMUNSTER: lived in AACHEN from
1939 to 194k

Pfe, Frank W, Ursan acted as interpreter with kr. Geman
Maj, Re J, Rosa, G-3 Air Officer, VII Corps
Maj. K, P, lord, Asst, G-3, 1st Inf. Div.

Capt.]. L -Bennett, Asst. G-3, lst Inf, Div.
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Evacuation of Civilians from Aachen @L &4 E ff 7

The immediate evacuation of civilians from
primary

AACHEN was considered of

importance by the unit commanders from the regiment down. All of thenm

- cooperated to completely clear the city of all enemy, both military and

civilian, as quickly and as efficiently as possible. - Of primary concern was

the protection of their rear from any possible enemy action,

Raid shelters, both public and private, had been built throughout the city.

The largest of these held around 600 persons ’ the middle size about 100 and-the

smaller ones about 25, Hany small private shelters had also been built,

Each area had a public shelter and the people in the area were assigned to

a particular shelter. Families were assigned rooms where they could cook and

sleep. Food, cooking and sleeping facilities were brought with them, -
evant of an air raid the people would

in the
immediately proceed to their respective

shelters. Aftar the Americw started into the Eit*:y the civilians just stayed
inside them,

In the big air raids of last April and lay some of the shelters were so
covered by debris that those indide never did get out,

As a result of information gained frnm PeW we knew the location of many

of the shelters and the approximate number of Mopla in them, Consequently,

would be known in advance,

As the infantry took an area in which a shelt&r was located, the civilians

would surrender. They would be arganized and the march to the rear would coumence

under infantry guard, to be taken over after a few b.lucks by the military
government and the Mps, Normally tha people marched t—o the rear on foot,

‘L
carrying what personal belongings they could, However, q.t times they were

loaded on empty trucks going to the rear, so that they would not interfere
with transportation going to the front, |

s
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go into AACHEN for paragaal belongings but must return af night,

By far the great proportion of them are old men, women and children.
Approximately 1300 are men varying in age from 14 to 903 1800 women of the
ﬁama age group; and 400 children under 1i years of age. There are very few
young women (between the ages of 20 and 35); Some of the women were dressed
in furs while others were in rags, which was a2 rather good indication of the
closeness of their connection with the Nazi party.

The place is guarded by kP's but the civiliamsjpolice themselves to a great
extent. From the standpoint of discipline they have been no trouble at all with
the exception mf'twu persons caught signaling one night and who were taken into
custody by Iﬁilitary authorities and handled tl'u'dﬁmilitary channels,

Yedical attention is provided by German doctors and nurses and supervised
By-ﬁmﬂrican medical offfrers, Druga.were taken from AACHEN, Extreme care has
exercised in order to prevent the outbreak of an epidemic if possible.

Thé'penpla brought whagaiﬁndzhhﬂﬁyﬁﬁaﬁtiﬁh them.¥Thirty'tans of captured
enemy fooed supplies were semt from LIEGE. They are being fed entirely from
food supplies captured in France, Belgium and Cermany. Not a Eingia American
ration has been furnished them. In addition they are being fed from the prbducts
of the land, They require about 1?00-18%?::31&1*1&5 a day. Coffee and 200 grams
of bread in the morning and soup and 200 grams of bread in the ewening, The food
is prepared in two messes, one serving 2,000 and the other the balance, The
people bring their own containers, receive thelr food, have their cards
punched and generally take the food back to their rooms to eat it. then thﬁy'n&ﬂd
meat (for example) they requisition it. An I 0 U (or bill) 13 tendered and accepted
as payment, This bill will be paid by the city of AACHEN when it begins to
function as such again, |

Eost of them brought clothing with them but those who have insufficient
clothes for the winter will be issued some of the German uniform clothing

captured when the barracks were taken by the infantry.

-..}—
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When the time comes to release them from the barracks area it is expected
to be done on 2 priority basis. Doctors, nurses and farmers will be among
the first. 411 of them will be released to feturn to AACHEN when the taﬂ£1c31
situation permits. |

These people had been led to expect harsh and cruel treatment. They expectef
to be put in barbed wire enclosures with no shelter of any kind., They had ex-
pected to have theip families broken up., Needless to say they were haprily
amazed a@ the humane treatment they have received by the Americans.

Most of them are very glad to zet out of ﬁAﬂHEﬁ, and are raﬁigned to the
fact that Germany has lost the war. They want the war to end so that they can
gstart life over again.

Major J. J. Kohout, NVilitary Government officer of the 26th Infantry
REgimanE,wns high in his praise of th74mit commanders, from regiment &ﬁﬂn Lo
company, for their cnaparatian and affielﬂuar Anthe evacuation of eivilians;
He also praised vury-higﬁﬁy'tha?ﬁfiitary Government Team F1G2 (the permanent
AACHEN team) who "have done a great job", When the fighting ended in AACHEN

the city was turned over to them and has been under their control ever since.
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- BATTLE OF AACHEN: SR &_éﬁ = [ {7
| W ' _
ord Battalion, 33rd Armd Regt, 3rd Armored Division.

Interviews with: Lt.Col. S.M.Hogan, Commanding Officer.
Major William S. Walker, Ex. QOfficer,

Prepared by: Frederick P. Cooper, T/Sgt. 2nd Info & Hist Service,

18th Oct. :

The 3rd Bn., 33rd Armd Regt., commonly known as Task Force Hogan,
l&Jwith accompanying troops, the ;Bﬁd Bn, 86th Armd Inf Regt arnd
plus one platoon of Engitheers, attached to the 26th Infantry Regiment,
lst Inflantry Diviéimn to assist in the clearing of AACHEN.

The Task Force was glven as ﬁ@ misgion, the north part of Lousberg
Hill(830447) and the Road Junction(825454),

The task orce moved from an assembly area in the vicinity of Eusba;:h,
on orders, and reached the Brand-Aachen road abcut dark. As the road was
under enemy observation, they clqsad in(for the night, |
19th Oct,

Task Force Hogan moved up to the Lire of Departure(the road and RR
track northwest of the factory district.at' (85445@). The attack started
forward at 0730 with tke tanks leading the way and the infantry followi ng
in half-tracks, They crossed phase lines A and B without meeting enemy
opposition. Upon reaching phase line ¢ the task force split with "E" &
"F" companies, 36th Amd Inf Regt, plus ;'H" company of the 35rd Armd Regt
swinging south to take Lousberg Hill(Objective RED). Tke remsinder of
the force, "C" of the 33rd AR and "D" of the 36th Armd Inf Regt, swung
north to take RJ(Objective BLUE). "G" company, 33rd AR, at this time
gmanning mad:blacks at Haaren(865455).,

As the task for ce moved forward between phase lines A & B it came
under some artillery fire f‘fc:m a 150mm howitzer which had an observation

post on tke forward slope of Lousberg Hill, Though a number of Pnund.s

were fired, no casualties occured,
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19th QOct, |

The ter-rain was open ard slightly rolling,

the ground was very soft
and many of the tanks stuck in the mud

« T-2(Recovery vehicles) spent the

€n another free,
ATR
Hph comp eny, 361K -)Etnd "e

C, advancing appmraximately\fa
fire frﬂm/éti-tark guns fr

very inaccurate and

t c-_.c:mpan}g; sdrd A, moved past phase line

a
00 yards -tc}hlirﬂ of trees where they came under

om the north nose of thse bili This fire wasg

caused no- damage,

The two companie g continued their advance} reachi

D(827456) where they came under heavy fire from the

of a very high em-
50 feet high and well manned with mechine

and infen try; both on top

bankment, 20 1o

gan nests,
bazonkas,

The advance

The battalien gp was set up

in a house at (835459 e
Observed the move and fop

three or four houss kept !
which did not Cause ma terial damage ;

€nemy had

'‘Plunking" in shells

i oL COmpany, 36th Armd Tnrf Regt, pushed forward te Rahe Chateay

(826458 at dusk and. took up positions therey /Aéprmximately <00 yards
18
short of $mid objective.

Much enemy ammunition fop 150mm howitzer, mortar and bazooka was
captured in the Chateau grounds,

There were alsgo g great deal of emp ty

bottles l;ying around the grounds,

One of the officers said "instead of
fighting to the last round, they fought to the last bottle,
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19th Octe.

At 1030 with the Red ﬂbjectiﬁa Iorce swinging south to take Lousberg
Hill, "E"& "F" compenies of the 36th Armd Inf Regt and "H" co of thEBEfd
Armd. Regt, they advanced south from St Rafael Cloister (835450) thru a
wooded area to the base-of the )ﬁll The tanks were unable to move thrnujk
the woods and "H" cﬂmpany proceeded west of te woods where ﬁhey remained
for the night.

The infantry moved slowly thru the woods, which were lightly defended,

to the base of the hill vhere they came under fire frﬂm four or five pill-

boxes on the slope. Two of these were cleaned out in the alternoon, and

.8t dusk they lad reached the crest of the hill and established contact

with the 3rd battalion of the 26th Inlantry Regiment. (Note: See "m! ¢q,
account),
EOﬁﬂ Octoe

About daylight "g" campany5eaﬁtured th§ A/T gun crew and also the
observation crew for the 150mm howitzer,

From "H" company's position could be seen the uﬁderpaﬂs (B25454) of

the Blue Objective. They laid a barrage of fire on and about the underpasa,

ar flso on the embankment, wnich kept the enemy positions from firing on the

Blue task fﬂrce.

About 0830 Lt.Col. Hogan received word that a enemy cblumn of half-
tracks\;:;;/aﬂving out from the underpass. This column of hal f-tracks came
forward to surrendeq’aﬁd seven half-tracks lomded wlith woundad were placed
unde{g guara of one light tank at the rear of the column ang one at the
head of the column and were sent to the rear. No soomer than the first
eclumn had moved out than snother column mf horse—drawn vehicles approached
to surrender also. Tt was estimated that 145 pw's were taken, most of them

-

wounded.

About 1030 the battalion (P moved fopward to the Rahe Chateau.
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20th Oct.

With the Blue objective force holding their positions, the Red objectiv«

—————

: : ; . = N its
force continued clearing mee Tousberg Hill and consolidating ﬁhﬁ&#’position.

was cleartd 28
ffgéi-asndffhe sl opeyof the remaining pilllbﬂxes, which were all taken from

the rear, making the Jjob easy.

Late in the afternoon "¢" €o, 33AR, and "D" Gﬂj55th Armd Inf Regt.,

- | \ Which was/ :
made contact with patrols from the 1126th Engr Gp., holding a

-

part of the 19th (Corps aectimn approximately 1000 yards north of the Blue
objective. |

At 2100 "G" ., 33rd AR, rejﬂinéd the battalion.
2lst Oct.

Ordered to take-the Blue objective in the morning. With "F" co moving
north from Lousberg Hill and the 1126th Engr @Gp moving south frmm.%ﬁii;f
position north of Blue Objective. The Road Junction was taken about 1000,

The task force was t hengorderéd:to swing éouth to Hill 219 (807441).
Then 1f necessary, if Aachen had not fallen, to continue on south to the

S SRR, cemetary(812427).

The enemy resistance had crumbled and the Blue objective was Taken

at 1040,

_ vts . .

While consoldatingﬁﬁﬁﬂif posi tion and cleaning up, the battalion recelv-
ed work that negotations were in progress,and at 1215 were notilled tThat
Aachen had surrendered.

During this sction the task force lost no tanks and had only a few

casualties in the infantry.
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. BATTLE CF AACHEN:

ord B&ttﬂlﬁ‘.nﬁ,' odrd Armd Regtl, dSrd Armored Division.

‘nterviews with: Lt.Col. S.lM.Hogan, Commanding Officer.
| Major William S. Walker, Ex. Officer.

: Prepared by: Frederick P. Cooper, T/Sgt* end Info & Hist Service,
1s ¢ U. S.Army.

18th Oct. _

The 3rd Bn., 53rd Armd Regbt., commonly known as Task Force Hﬂgf
were, with accompanying troops, the 38 2nd Bn, oOth Armd Inf Regt arﬁ
Plus one plagoon of Engtheers, attached to t.lle 26th Infantry Regiment,
lst Infantry Division to assist in the clearing of AACHEHN.

The Task Force was glven as their mission, the north part of Lousberg

-

H111(8§044'?‘) and the Road Junction(825454).

The task force moved from an assembly area in the vicinity of Busbach
on order s, and reached the Brand-Aachen roasd s.b_mt darkes As the road was
under ereny observation tm}alnga&inful? E’m night.
19th Oct. " v

Task Force Hogan moved up to the Line of Departure(the road and RR
track northwest of the factory district at 854450). ﬁlﬁ attack started
farwa.:?d at 0730 with the tanks leading the way and the infantry followl ng
in half-tra&ka. Eﬁléy crossed phase lines A and B without maating.memy
oppositione.- '[ipun i-eaching phase line C the task force split with "E" &
"F" companies, 36th Amd Inf Regt, plus "H" company of the 33rd Armd Regt
swinging south to take Lousberg Hill(Objective RED). T remainder of
the force, "C" of the 33rd AR and "D" of the 36th Armd Inf Regt swung
north t:o take RJ(Objective BLUE). "g" mmpanj{, Sord AR, at this tiume
were mamning road blocks at Haaren(865455). = % —

As the ts:\ak force moved forward between phase 1 3_-@_3- it c@m;
under some artillery fire from a 150mm howitzer which had an ebpervatbion
post on the forward slope of Lousberg Hill, iﬁﬁugh a numbesr ;:-f rounds
were fired, no casualties occured. P = ; /(

m—
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19t OctTe

The terrain was open and slightly rolling, the ground was very soft
and meny of the tanks stuck in the mmd. T=-2( Recovery vehicles) spent the
| sntire day in pulling first one md then another Iree.

D" company mﬁg amd "C" company 35rd Af moved past phase line
C, advancing apporoximatelys00 'jrardﬂ_ to lire of trees where they came under
fire from Anti-tak guns from the north nose of the hill. This fire was
very inaccurate and caused nc damage.

The two companie s continueéd their advance reaching factories on line
D(827456) where they came under heavy fire from the Road Junction(825454) .
The main road rumning in a northwestern direction was of a very high em-
bankment, 20 to 30 feet high and well manned with machine gin nests,
bazookas, and Iinien try both on top of the embankment and also at the base.

ihe advance for the blue objeftive was stopped at this point and
could not continue until the Hed objective had been taken, as the enemy
had excellent observation from the north slope of Lousberg Hill.

At 1600 "F" company located the A/T gun that had been firing on them
and upon firing ore round got a hit on the enemy gun cutting off the barrel.

The battalien CP was set up in a house at 855459. The enemy had
observed the move and for three or four houes kept "plunking" in shells
which did not cause ma terlal damage.

"D company, 36th Armd Inf Regt, pushed forward to Rahe Chateau
(826458) at dusk and took up positions there. Approximately 200 yards
short of their objective.

Much enemy ammunition for 150mm howitzer, mortar and bazooka vas
captured in the Chateau grounds. There were also a great deal of empty
bottles laying around te grounds. One of the officers said “.instead of

fighting to the last round, they fought to the last bottle".
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19th Octe

At 1030 with the Red objective force swinging south to take Lousberg
Hill, "E"& "F" companies of the 36th Armd Inf Regt and "H" co of the3dsrd
Armd Regt, they aﬂv&méd south Irom St Rafael Cloister (835450) thru a
‘wooded Ma to the basge of the Hill., The tanks were unable to move thru
the woods and "H" compeny proceeded west of t® woods where they remained
for the night.

The infantry moved slowly thru the woods, which were lightly defended,
to the base of the hill vhere they came under fire from four or five pill=
Jboxes on the slope. Two of these were cleaned out in the afternoon and
at dusk they had reached the crest of the hill and established contact
with the 3rd battalion of the 26th Infantry Regiment. (Hn*;:az See "F" co.
account). 1 |
20t Octe

About daylight "H" compe Wwﬁﬁmaﬁ the A/T gun crew and also the

observation crew for the 150mm howitzer.

From "H" company's position coculd be seen the undarﬁasa (825454) of
the Blue Objective. They laid a barrage of fire on and about the underpass.
Also on the embankment which kept the enemy positions from firing on the
Blue task force.,

About 0830 Lt.Ccl. Hogan received word that a enemy cblumn of half-
tracks were noving out from the underpass. This column of hal f-tracks came
forward to surrender and seven half-tracks loaded with wounded were placed
undera gﬁard_nf one light tank at the rear of the column and one at the
head of the column mnd were sent to the rear. No soomer than the first
solwin had moved out than another colwumn of horse drawn vehicles approached
to surrender also. It was astiﬁated that 145 pw's were taken, mnsj; of them

wounded, :
~ About 1030 the battalion CP moved fomward to tha Rahe G}rmta.m.l.
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20th QOct. .

With the Blue objective force holding their positions, .ﬂlﬁ Red objectiv
force continued clearing the Lousberg Hill and congolidating their position.
Cleared the slope of the rem2 ining pill-boxes, which were Iall taken from
the ra%.r, making the job easy.

Late in the afternoon "C" co. 35AR, and "D" co 36th Armd Inf Regt.,
made uuntaai with patrols from the 1126th Engr Gp, who were holding a
part of the 19th cn:::-p-a section approximately 1000 yards north of the Blue
ob jective. ' |

At 2150 "G" co., B3rd AR re joined the battalion.
21st Octe.

Ordered to take the Blue objective in the morning. With "F" co moving
north from Lousberg Hill and the 1126th Engr Gp moving south from their
position north of Blue Objective. The Road Junr: tion was taken about 1000.

The task force was t heéfl ordered ‘to #ﬂﬁg #nuth to Hill 219 (80744l1).
Then 1f necessary, if Aachen had not fallen; to continue on south to tha
| MENEHKKEY cemetary(812427).

The enemy recsistance had crumbled and the Blue objective was ték&n
at 1040, l

fihile consoldating their position ami cleaning up the battalion receiv
ed work that negotations were in pfﬂgraas and at 1215 were notified that
Aachen had surrendered. _

During this action the taaic force lost no tanks and had only a few
casualties in the infantry,
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HEADQUARTERS 3B BATTALION
18th INFANTRY

31 October L
SUBJECT: Journal for 3rd Battalion, 18th Inf-ntrv

TO : Commanding Officer, 18th Infantry

1., Following is Record of events of 3d Battalion, 18th Infantrv for
the mﬂntggf October 194LL:
¥

During the period of 1-7 October the 3d Battalion was in defensive position in
and around Eilendorf, Germany., Usual patrolling and artillery fire during the
period. Lnemy artillery very active also. MNo serious threat waw offered to the Battal
lion positions by the enemy.

At 0800 hours, 8 October, a friendly artillery barrage consisting of
artillery pounded Crucifix Hill and Verlautenheide for an hour prior to the attack '’
of the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry. After the 2d Battalion had taken VerlautenHeide
the lst Battalion passed through to sieze and secure Crucifix Hill. At the same
time (1330) the 3d Battalion with Companies I and K in the assault pushed forward
teo sieze Hill 192 which extends from Aachen to Crucifix Hill. The Companies
received intense mortar and small a2rms fire all the way to the objective, but the
Companies closed on the objective so swiftly that the ridge was taken in two
hours time, At 1600 hours Company "L" was ordered to.clean out the factay town
of Fothe Frde. This was all street fighbing(and by hight one platoon of Compmany
"L" occupied one-half of a large rubber factorv and the Cermans the other half.

Juring the night Companies "I" and "K" sent patrols forward with the mission
of determining enemy strength in and around Haaren (Haaren was proposed objective
for 3d Battalion on the 9th of October). The YCompany “K" patrol got within 500
yards OE of objective when they ran into an assembly area that the enemy was
using to form a counter-attacking force., A short but terrific fire fight ensued
with unknown results., Our patrol suffered no casualties., Ilieanwhile, the
Company "I'" patrol reached the edge of HAdren without incident., Iortv seven
prisoners were captured during the day.

At daybreak, 9 October, enemy mortars and artillery Began skelling "I" and
"K" Companies positions, The shelling lasted about one hour and after it lifted
the enemy was seen to be infiltrating forward from pillboxes and a draw which ran
along the flank of our position. The enemy was immediately taken under fire by
81 and 60 mm mortars in as much as the enemy was too close to our lines that
friendly artillery fire was impossible, The machine guns of Company "I" firing on
final protective line delivered a murderous cross fire as the enemy came towards
the Battalion positions. Enemy casualties were very high with twenty-Tive known
dead and many wounded., Twenty seven enemy prisoners were taken during this action,
The attack was successfully beaten off and by 0800 hours Company "T." had completely
cleared the town of Hothe Erde and was in position overlooking the center of the
city of Aachen. Approximately 1000 rounds of enemy mortar and artillery fire
fell on the Sattalion positions during the day. At 1700 hours Company "I"™ was
detached from the 3d Battalion and attacked to to 1lst Battalion, 18th Infantry
to assist in taking the last enemy-held hill in lst Division sector (Ravels
B Hill.) Thirty three prisoners were taken during the day by the 3d Battalion.
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During 10 October Comavny "L", employing a flanking move from the direction
of Verlauntenheide, advanced and captured the Korthern outskirts of Haaren without
very much troube, lleanwhile Company "K" sent one platoon reinforced with tank
destroyers up to the lower or Southern edge of HAAREN where they captured 6 enemy
officers and 83 EM, Company "I" took a terrific pounding from artillery and
mortars after they had occupied Ravels B Hill. Eightv nige prisoners were taken

during the day by the 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry,

During the 11th October 3d Battalion consolidated and mopped up areas captured
during previous day. BSattalion was under constant and heavy enemy fire all day.
Fatrol from Company "K" attempted to make contact with 30th U. S, Infantry Division
pushing down from the Horth but without success. 70 prisoners were captured during
the day,

On 12 October the composite ECNH.conslst.lng of 18th Inf, Mine Flatoen,
I and R Platoon, 18th Inf, and Reconn. Flatoon of 634th 1D Battalion was brought
into 3rd Battalion defensive position te strengthen the left flank of the
Battalion. The Battalion again took a terrific pounding from enemy artillery
and mortars. Company "K" tried to contact the 30th U. S. Infantry Division
but without success. One officer and 19 men were captured during the day.

On 13th October Company "L" reinforced by tanks and TD's captured and
destroyed three enemy-h#ld pillboxes, Company "K" also captured three pillboxes.
Battalion area still under heavy mortar and artillery fire. 7 prisoners captured
during the day.

*

On 1lLth October Company "K" moved up on line with Company "I" and took de-
fensive positions on Havels B Hill. Enemy shelled the whole Battalion area,
especially Company "I" all day. Onegplatoonyirgm Cannon Company, 18th Infantry
was attached to the Battalien to|strengbhenour defensive positions, Company
K" attempted to contact 308h Diwvision but ran into such a fire fight before going
100 vards from their positions that thev had to return. One prisoner captured

during the day.

During 15th October Battalion was in defensive position near Hasren, Germany.
Same heavy artillery and mortar fire., FPatrol from the Composite Company laid a wild-
cat mine block on the only road leading from Aachen and destroyed three enemy
vehicles. No prisoners captured during the period.

At 1600 hours 1lé6th October Company "K", 18th Infantry made contact with
Company "F", 119th Infantry and completely encirdled the city of Aachen, At
1700 hours Company "L" was ordcsred to make physical contact with 119th Infantry.
Eight pillboxes were in our hands after a terrific fight, Company "1I" continued
the attack all during the night, . fighting under the worst of conditions. The
Battalion was shelled so heavily all day and night that movement was a tough
proposition. HNine prisoners captured during the day,

During the 17th October Company "L" continued to assault the pillboxes block-
ing their way to 30th Division. The attack continued throughout the day with
fierce close-in fighting. Company "L" was under vicious mortar and artillery
fire all during the assault as well as German tank fiee, Two enemy tanks were
destroyved in the attack and 6 more pillboxes were captured during the day by
Company "L", At 1700 hours the assault reached a successful conclusion with
Company "L" controlling the nine pillboxes and cutting the last road from AAchen.
5 officers and 107 EM were captured during the day. Company "LV casualties for
the two davs were L killed and 20 wounded, i
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For action during 18 and 19 October see attached account of defense of
Ravels B Hill by Company "K", 18th Infantry,

During period of October 20-26, 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry remained in
defensive positions on and around Ravels R Hill, On night of October 20th Company
"KM went into reserve and reorganized, Large numbers of replacements came in during
this period and the Battalion was built up. Period was fairly oulet, the only
enemy activity being artillery and mortar fire. 3d Battalion was ¥Felieved
by 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry during afternoon and night October 26th., 3d Bat-
talion spent the next three davs in Reght'l rest ares beltween Aachen and Haaren.

On night of Octbber 29th the 3d Battalion relieved the lst Battalion., 18th
Infantry and went into position en Crucifix Hill and vicinity.

During the whole month of October the 3d Battalion, 18th Infantry was on the
line and in constant contact with the enemy., Artillery and mortar fire during
this period was the mobt intense that this Battalion has yet seen in two years
of combat and enemy resistance was on a more stubborn and fanatic scale than
ever before with every gain being stiffly conteésted and followed by determined
counter-attacks, During the month the 3d Battalion captured 434 prisoners and
killed and wounded untold numbers,

Our casualties during the same period were 26 killed, 180 wounded and
67 missing in action.

For the Battalion Commander:

J. P, GURKA
Capt 45,5188~ InT\
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HEADQUARTERS 3RD BATTAILICN

18th Infantry Lol =1
: S [/}

31 Octnber 1044

SUBJECT: Journal for 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry.

T0 : Commanding Officer, 1°th Infantry,

1. Following 1s Record of Events of 3rd Battalion,
18th Infantry for the month of Octoher 1944

During the period of 1-7 October the 3rd Battalion was
In defensive position in and areund Ellendorf, Germany. Usuyal
vatrelling and artillery fire during the reriod. Enemy ar-
tilllery very active also. No serious threat was offered to
the Battalion positions by the enemy,

At 0BOO hours, £ October, a friend1y artillery barrage
conslisting of eleven battalions of artlilery pounded Crucifix
H111 and Verlautenheide for an hour prior to the attack of
the 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry. After the 2nd Battalion had
taken Verlautenheide the 1st Battalion passed through te siege
~and secure Crucifix Hi11. At the same (1330) the 3rd Ratta-
1lon with Companies I and X in the assayilt pughed forward teo
Sleze H111 192 which extends frem Aachen to Crucifix Hi11,

The Comvanies received 4ntense mortar and small arms fire a1l]
the way to the oblective, but the Companies closed on the ob-
Jective so swiftly that the ridge was taken 1n two hours time,
At 1500 hours Company "1" was ordered to clean out the factory
town of Rothe Erde. This was 211 street fighting and by

night one platoon of Company "1" occupied one-half of & large
rubber factory and the Germans the other hailf,

During the night Comvanies "I" and "X" sent patrols forward
with the mission of determining enemy strength in and around
Haaren (Haaren was proposed oblective for 3rd Battalian on the
9th of October), The Company "X" »atrol got within 500 vards
SE of objective when they ran into an assembly area that the
énemy was using to form a counter-attacking force. A short
but terrific fire fight ensued with unknown results. Our ra-
trol suffered no casualties. Meanwhile, the Company "I" patrol
reached the edge of Haaren without incident. Forty seven
prisoners were cantured durinz the day,

At daybreak, © Cctober, enemy mortars and artillery be-
gan shelling "I" & "X" Companies positions. The shelling last-
eéd 2about one hour and after it 11fted the enemy was seen to be
infiltrating forward from pillboxes and a draw which ran a‘ong
the flank of our position. The enémy was immediately taken
under fire by 81 and 50 MM mortars in as much as the enemy
w38 too close to cur 1ines that friendly artillery fire was
impossible. The machine guns of Company i 5 firing on final
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protéctive 1ine dellvered a murderous cross Tire as the enemy came
towards the Battallon positions. Enemy casualties were very high
with twenty five known dead and many wounded. Twenty seven emenmy
prisoners were taken during this action. The attack was success.
fully beaten off 2nd by 0R00 hours Company "1" haad completely clear-
ed the town of Rothe Erde and was 4n po8ition overlooking the
center of the city of Aachen. Aprproximately 1000 round of enemy
mortar and artillery fire fell on the Battalion vosttiong during
the day. At 1700 hours Company "I" was detached from the 3rd
Battalion and attached to 18t Battalion, 19th Infantry to assist
in taking the lzst enemy-held h111 in 1st Divisien sector (Ravels
B N11Y ). Thirty three prisorers were taken during the day by

the 3rd Battalion.

During 10 October Company "I", employing a flanking move
from the direction of Verlautenheide, advanced and captured
the Northern outekirts of Faaren without very much treuble.
Meanwhile Company "X" sent one platoon reinforced with tanlk de-
stroyers up to the lower or Bouthern edge of Faaren where they
captured 6 enemy officers and £3 EM, Company "I" took a terrific
Pounding from artillery and mortars after they had occunied
Ravels B Hi11. Eighty nine prisoners were taken during the day
by the 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry.

During the 11th Ccteober 3rd Battalion conso?idated and
morped up areas captured during previous day. Battsalion was under
constant and heavy enemy fire 211 day. Patrel from Company "X
attempted to make contact with 30th U.S. Infantry Division push-
Ing down from the North but without success. 70 rriscners were
captured during the day,

Cn 12 October the composite Company consisting of 18th
Inf. Mine Platoon, I and R Platoon, 1fth Inf. and Reeconn. Platoon
of634th TD Battalion was brought iwto3rd Battalion defensive
poesition to strengthen the left flank of the Battalion. The
Battalion again took a terrific voundinz frem enemy artillery and
mertars, Company "X" tried to centact the 30th U.S. Infantry
Divisicn but without success., 1 Officer and 19 men were cap-
tured during the dsy,

®n 13th Cetober Comrany "1" reinforced by tanks and TD's
captured and destroyed three enemy-held pillboxes. Company "K"
al1so captured three pillboxes. Battalion srea sti11 under heavy
mortar and artlllery fire. 7 pricsoners captured durine the davy.

Cn 14th October Company "X" moved ur on Yine with Comnany
"I" and took defensive poSltions on Ravels B H411, Enemy shelled
the whole Battalion arsa, especlally Comnany I A day. Cne pla-
toon from Cannon Company, 18th Infantry was attached to the Bat-
talion to strengthen our defensive positions. Company "K'
attempted to contact 30th Division but ran inte such a fire
fight before going 100 vards frem their positien that they had
to return. 1 priscner captured during the day.
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During 15th Cctober Battalion was in defensive position near
Haaren, Germany. B2me heavy enemy artillery and morter fire. Pa-
trel from the Composite Company 1218 a2 wildeat mine bleck on the
only road leading from Aachen and destroyed three enemy vehicles,
No priscners éaptured during the vnericd,

At 1500 hours 145th Cctober Company "X", 18th Infantrv made

contact with Company "F", 110th Infantry and completely encircled

the city of Aachen. At 1700 hours Company "1" was ordered to
- maké physical contact with 119th Infantry. Eight pillboxes block~
ed the way, but By 2000 hours three of the prll1iboxes were in our
hands after 2 terrific filght. Comrany "T" continued tre attack
all during the night, fighting under the worst of conditions. The
Battalion was shelled so heavily 211 day and night that movement
wag a tough proprosition. © prisoners cantured during the day.,

During the 17th Ofcober Company "I" continued to assault the
riliboxes blocking their way to 30th Division. The attack continued
throughout the day with fierce clese-in fighting. Comprany "1°*
was under vicious mortar and artillery fire 211 during the assaylt
as well as German tank fire. Two enemy tanks were destroyed 1in
the attack and 5 more pillboxes were captured during the day by
Company "I". At 1700 hours the assault reached s successful con-
clusion with Company "I" controlling the nine pilltoxes and oyt .
ting the 1ast ro2d from Aachen. officers and 107 EM wer cap-
tured during the day Company 1" casualties for the two days
were 4 killed and 20 wounded.

For action during 18 and 19 October see attached account of
defense of Ravels B Fi111 by Cempany "K', 18th Infantry.

During veriod of Ccteher 20-26, 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry
remained in defensive positions or and arcund Rave1s B H111, On
night of October 20th Company "X" was relieved by Company "1" on
Ravels B H111 and "X" went into reserve ana reorganized. Targe
numbers of replacements come in durfng thi- veried =2nd the Bat.
t2lien wee built up. Peried was falrly quiet, the only enemy
activity tveing arti?lery znd mortar fire. 3rd Batt2l4on wes re-
l1leved by 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry during afterncon andg
night of Cctober 28th. 3rg Battalion spent the next three days
in Regt'l rest ares between Aachen end Hazren, Cn night of Cctober
29th Bhe 3rd Battalion relieved the 18t Battavlien, 182th Infantry
and went into position on Srucifix H11Y' and vicinity.

During the whale month of Cctober the 3rd Battalion, 18th !
Infantry was on the 14ine and *n constant contact with the enemy.
Artillery and mortar Fire during this period was the most intense
that this Battalion has yet 3een in two years of comhat and enemy
resistance was on a more stubhorn and fanatic scale than ever be-
fore with every gain being stiffly contested and followed by |
letermined counter-attacks, During the month the 3rd Battalion
captured 434 prisoners and Zilled and wounded untold numbers.

Our casuzalties during same neriod were 25 killed, 180 wounded
and 57 missing in action.

Bor the Battalion Commander:

J. P. GURKA,
H¥-1 b 4 1Btk Twme
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Clearing Area South ijyhe Rail Rﬂad_TEacka

.
-

puring the days 8 - 10 Octtober 44, after the 18th Inf Regt had move_ @
northward to close the gap out of AACHEN and the 1106 Engr Grp had taken
over the sector southwest of the city, elements of the 26th Inf Regt then
helding the sector to the southeast readied themselves to move in and
clean out the resistance in the city proper. The 2nd Ba of the R6th,
attacking from the southeast, was assigned thé job of clearing approximat-
ely the southern half ol AACHEN; while the Srd Bn, after circling around
to the northeast, was to drive in eastward and clean out the resistance
in the northern parte.

At that time the 2nd Bn was holding on a front that extended from
the wooded area in the vicinity of SCHONTHAL northeast along a series of
roads that led across TRIERER ST.(the BRAND road), and west ol the slag
pile at (868422) to near the raillroad yards~south of ROTHE ERDE, a dis-
tance of nearly a mile.  The Bn"CP was at SCHONFORST several hundred yard:h
to the rear of the center of this sector. [Eifﬁfnts of Co €, 745 Tk Bm,
which worked with the 26th Inf., and Co A of the 634th TD Bne., also attache
ed to the regiment, were doing covering and roadblock work in various
positions to the rear and on the flanks of the Bn's line. One of the jobs.
of the tanks during the holding period was doing "sniper" work. An
enemy MG nest would be spotted along the front line; a tank would go up
and shoot 1t Guth;nﬂ withdraw to the rear. |The TD's, in addition tTO
their routine roadblock work, were called on from time to time to go up
and fire on houses in the southern outskirts of AACHEN which were serving
as enemy QOP'se. Abuutﬁ@ﬁéé%ﬁ)tﬂCEE;%EEEEEEE>hﬁuses, usually detached,
ﬁare blasted during these missions in the few days just prior to the

attack on the city proper.

The initial move toward taking the city waéhip clean out the enemy
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resistance remaining iﬁ;the 500 to 750 yemd strip of residential and
factory area, extendiﬂg from the ;ain radlroad tracks on the northwest
and the front line of the 26th Inf on the southeast. 0On the left (ﬁ]

end of this area is the high ground of the BEVERAU community, and on tﬁ:e
right end the railroad yards beyond the slag heap. Bisecting this area
almost exactly is the main road into the €1ty from the southeast, the
BRAND road, and known in the vicinity as TRIERER Street.

On 8 0ct 44 elements of the 26th Inf attacked objectives on both
flanks of this area. At 0400 L Co moved out to clear the area of BEVERAU,
They pushed two platoons of infantry straight thru the town,leaving a
shell, They then worked back cleaning it out house by house., The (Co
hgs group was deployed on the near side, thus providing rear protection.

In the afternoon of the same day, at 1330, on platoon of F (o moved
out to secure e area just southwest of the RR junction at (863427),
ad joining the RR yards referred to., They meowved up from southeast of the
slag pile and went along _the RR‘ tracks on the right supported by a platoon
of (3) medium tanks and two tank destroyers. The force cleaned out mos_t
of the reslistance between the RR junction on the right and TRIERER St on
the left, encountering only light opposition. There was some occasional
small arms flre from the city proper, across the RR tracks, and it later
developed that a pocket of enemy with sniper fire remained at the CR
(86254230, L.ii_f_ter the area had been occupied, the infantry and the two TD's
remained along the RR tracks facing the city, on positions frﬁm (864428 )
near tlke RR junction on tke right, to RJ (861426) on.the leftes The medium
tanks were ordered back to the rear, after the area had been gecured.

One of them backed through a hedgerow and fell into a bamb craters It
could not be extricated until the fighting had moved on. The balance

of F Co remained in Regt reserve in the vicinity of the 2nd Bn CP.
The following day, 9 Oct 44, P Co and @ Co, supported by tanks
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T
and TDis and attacking.f?ﬁm.tha foothold secﬁred the previous day, were
ordered to take the enpire mile-long strip south of the RR tracks, from
the viclinity of the RR yards near ROTHE ERDE on the right, to the vicinity
of BREVERAU and GRUNTHAL on the left.e P Co was assigned the northwestern
half of the area, toward the city (marked A area on the sketch); and the

wos to ,
G Co infantry's left, near TRIERER St. FM{/H@% on the outside; and
the entire force would sweesp left, t¥elng in with L Co on the <nd Bn's lefs%,
Supporting F Co was the 2nd platoon of 5 medium tanks as well as two TD!s
brought up from the fear -=- the other two being left on their previously-

mcbupied positions to guard the right flank of the battalion with tre attack

was in progress. The lst tank platoon worked with G Co.

“"TRIERER ST.

The attack began at 0930, F Co mdving off with its extreme right flaﬁ:k

on the RR trapks, and closely supported by the tanks and TD's, the entire

attacking force working as an infantry-armor team. At first encountering

little resistance, P Co circled through the previously occupied area; came

up with G Co elements on the left; and then advanced abreast toward the

CR(86254230) on TRIERER St. The medium tanks cruised the center of the

area, blasting the builldings shead of the infantry, while one of the destroy-
ers was on the extreme right of F Co along the RR tracks, and one on the

company'l's left alﬂng“ZEPPELIN L e vicinity(@6442%}* By 1030 the force had

come up close to TRIERER St. expecting to find = repofted enemy anti-tank
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gun at CR(86254R230). 1II it had been there it had gone; but an enemy machine

gun nest, or bunker, at the position slowed up the infantry.

lst Lt Sam L. Daniels, leader of the 2nd platoon ID's, said that the
tanks and TD'!'s had the usamal pre-arranged infantry protection, but because
of the enemy small arms fire the doughboys were moving cautiously, from
house tm house and from hole to hole. When the tank destroyer on the ex-
treme right, moving along EISENBAHN St parallel and close to the RR tracks,
was about 25 yards from TRIERER St an enemy bﬁzﬂnkaman, apparently con=
cealed about 25 to 30 yards away behind a pile of Xogs along the tracks,
scored a direct hit on the destroyer's right side. The projectile pene-
trated and burst inside the vehicle, although none of the complete crew
~inside was seriously hurt, with possible expeption of one man, who however
pppareﬁtlj was hit -- and killed =- by small arms fire after he got nﬁt
of the vehicle. The destroyer burned sbout 30 minutes later, around noone.
One ol our doughboys "gotMrthe enemy(bdzookaman with a BAR.

Meanwhlle, by noon, the infantry and tanks had knocked out the bunker
at the crossroads, and advanced across TRIERER St., but encountered heavy
small arms fire at the first parrallel (ALT) street(859425) to @64421}.
However, the remaining TD with F Co and platoon of tanks with the company--
all of which had moved across TRIERER St, at the corssroads intersection--
made close contact with the tanks supporting G Co; and together they blastd
ahead of the infantry, dfiving the enemy to the cellars, and generally
"scaring hell out of them", Their fire, as ordered, was toward the right,

- amd during the afternoon the armored vehicles "fired all down" the RR tracls
and beyond them toward the city proper, enabling the infantry to move for-
ward. There was no eneﬁg arty or AT fire,

In the early afternoon, to outflank the resistance st the above indicew

ted street (ALT) parallel to TRIERER, several tanks and the one TD with F
Co turned right at CR (86148@, but one tank got its dozer blown off by a
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mine while trying to pusg-th?dugh the rubble and obstacles at (RJ860423);
and the infantry fﬂund more mines ahead covered by small arms; so the armor
went back to CR (861422) aﬁd turned right. The resistance was gradually
cleaned out; and at the end of the day the objective had been reached, in
the vicinity of GRUNTHAL(858419). The mission accomplished, AT guns were
positioned to suppoft the occupying infantry; the railway tracks embankmaﬁ:t
formed an effective barrier to any enemy armored attack; so the tanks ang
the TD!'s were pulled-back to the SGHONFORST areﬁ“fur maintenance and rapaa:%.
F and G companies had sustaine& only a few casualties during the 'day:s figh
inge. |

The 2nd Battalion thus occupied the south side of the RR tracks from
(863428) sﬁuthwestward to (853426), vwhere F and (G companies remained until
15 Oct.when their abtack on the city proper began. Until then they tied i:n
with L Company on the left flank and with the 18th Infantry Regiment on the
right. The latter had secured VERLAUTENHEIDE (8845) two miles to the nort_h=
east and RAVELS B. HILL but had not cut the ma.n rosad northeast out of AACHEl.

The .gbove indicates t he position of the 2nd battalion of the ‘26th Inf
Regt when given the order to take the city. The regt was told that they
could clear the town but were not to be committed to such an extent that
they couhd not assist either the 16th or 18th Inf’ Regts in case a counter-

attack broke through. As Major Henry Ne. Clisson (26th Regiment S=3) put i:%,

"They went in with one eye cocked over their right shoulder",

ord Battalion Moves Arousdto the Northeast

On 10 October 44 the ultimatum was issued to AACHEN. It was hoped (by
the 26th Inf Regt at least) that it would be accepted. The same day the
1 & R platoon plus the mine platoon glater reinforced by a platoon from th:é

antitank company of the lst Battslion in Division reserve) took over the
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gsector of the 3rd Bn (less L Company) which withdrew to an assembly area
in the rear of the front line. Attached to the 3rd Bn was the 3rd platoon

of C'Gnmpany of the 745 Tank Battalion; and the 3rd platoon of o degbroyer

S

¢y 43

Uf A Company of the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion. The entire Iiorce move d
by the route shown, in the rear of the 2nd Battalion, to an area just west
of EILENDORF. At 1700 they attacked to the west, securing the ground shown

Ehey met a little opposition going into the area which "Wasn't worth

\\{:::Ekféut.was chosen to protect the flank of the troops fighting in HAAREN.
The terrain over which the battalion moved from the vicinity of EILENDORF
toward thelr objective was open and marshy, badly pocked with shell and
bomb craters ﬁnd soaked with recent raiﬁs, causing several cases ol combat
exhaustion. There were no roads in the direction the battalion advanced;
it was exposed to enemy observation and shellfirej; and at least a part of
the force moved through it under gover of smoke. Finally, teking the raid-
road bed, they had the onginegns Tix it up as a road, while still under fim
from the enemy to the nor thwest. By 11 October the road was usable and
supplies were brought in over it.

During the remainder of the 1l0th, the 1llth and the early morning of fte
12th, the 3rd battalion sat tight while the Air Corps and artillery pounded
the perimeter of AACHEN. (Prior to the attack 101700 October, the mortars
had been sét'up at (867430). A composite company of the 18th Infantry
Regiment held the ridge line from (873439) to (876443).

At 121100 QOctober the 3rd battalion attacked to take the factory
district. K Company led out and I Company started to follow, but was "™ o

% jerked bavk" and sent in as shown. The heavy machine guns followed in

support and the mortars stayed in position. I Company reached its object-
TS : W a.§
ive but K did not quite make ‘sheizd, The 1atterﬁ%&Férmoving in a column

o twos, column of platoonse. They had planned on moving down to Duppel
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right there, to go to the factory district. They ran into

heavy machine gun fire (1] and (2 ).
ﬁt'ﬂ The tanks fired gbout 12 rounds in-

to them and silenced theme K Coo

- 5

(2>
machine gun (3; and r

They pinned the crew down with rifle fire while a tank came forward and

then turned right as shown, moving

and
down the street,cleaning it out as

st.l#f! E‘Ef went., They knocked out a

M'Il. st : X
an into fire from the eremy 75 by the railroad station,

knocked it out.

I Company moved as shown (see overlay). Each platoon took a street,
one squad on each side, the third sguad to be deployed 1in the rear when
resistance was met. If they were not drawing fire from a building they
entered it on the alert. yHOwevers 1f-fire' was coming from a building then
tanks (or tank destroyers) Tired on if,forcing the enemy down (for prﬂtectimﬁ)
and then hand grenades were thrown in. With that,most of them would surren-
der, but some would attempt to run. The latter would be shot by rifle or
machine gun fire, |

Since K Gompany did not quite make éﬁiﬁé objectiv%lm Campany moved in
to £ill the gap. K and I made ¢ ontact at RJ (855443,

. During the day C Company took over L Company's position on the south-
east part of AACHEN, L followed the same route the 3rd Bn had followed and
joined them that night. The 2nd Battalion remained_iﬁ place.

Taking the City of AACHEN itself

130930 October the two battalions began taking the city with a limited
objective plan. The 2nd Bn was to take the area northeast of ADELBERTSTEIN-

WEG, y |
end tie in with the 3rd in the vicinity of (849433). The 5rd Bn was

to take OBSERVATORY HILL (843439).
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The 2nd Battalion cleared the area above and moved west with VIKTORIA
Street as the objective. f company was on the right flank, then E, then G
CDmpany'ﬂﬁ the left. E and F companies reached VIKTORIA Street but G was
forced to hal®# one block short due to stiff enemy resistance in the triangle
at (856427) where tle y captured 50 PWs.

E and F Companies had three tanks and one tank destroyer each,while G
company had three tanks and two tankiﬁdestrmyers attached. Those attached
to E and F companies got on the railroad tracks without difficulty but were
unable to find a way down the embankment, at-laast 10 feet high. Finally
they slid down the bank at (863430) without mishap. Those attached to G
company came under the tracks through the AACHEN-ROTHE ERDE railroad station,
about 15 yards left (west) of the main underpass. Both underpasses had been
prepared for demolition, but were not blown., Also by not using these under-
passes, the tanks and tank destroyers were able| to get across the tracks
without coming under direct enemy I[lre,

Since the problems of the 2nd Bn (unlike those of the 3rd) were almost
~ldentical each day, the oversall tactics will be discussed first.

Originally the city was divided into twe parts and The 3rd Bn was ex-
pected to teke the north and western portion of the city and the 2nd the
balance. The first portion of the dividing line was PELISERKER Strecte.

The orders were for the 3rd Bn to take the street and the first row of
buildings on the south side of it. Lt.Col.Daniel decided that would not
work, so he ordered F company to clear all the buildings to the street itself,

According to Lt.Col. Daniel, the secret of street Iighting is To search
every building from cellar to attic, being certain that nobody, civilian or
soldier, 1s left behind. The other secret is to coordinate the movement of

the units so that they are kept approximately on line and one unit never gets

very far in front of or behind the other,
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The 2nd Bn had a series of check points on street intersections and
also in the larger buildings so that each unit knew where the adjacent units
were on its flanks. Each company was assigned an ares and generally each pla-
toon a street. On cross streets each platoon would go down about half way,
meeting in the middle so that e very possible hiding place was cleared,

In ggiheral a tank or a tank destroyer moved down each street with a
platoon of infantry firing at the 2nd or 3rd house ahead. When a house weas
cleared the infantry wnuld signal that they were ready (and protected from
the muzzle blast); then and then only would the tank or tank destroyer fire
1ts next mission. As a result they worked ag a team,each gailning considerabl
re spect for and confidence in the other,

As the tracked weapons fired into a bullding they would force the enemy
down to the cellar where the infantry would toss hand grenades and immediate-
ly follow in. Most of the ammunitién nsed Was HE delayed fuse, to put the
pProjectile through a winddw, door or light wall, and explode on the inside.
.A€:¥ime AP ammunition was us:ad to knock a hole in the building to be follow-
ed by HE. Vehicles used an average of 50 rounds of HE per day. Machine guns
would also be sited down the strest firing at targets of opportunity and also
into buildings ahead of the infantry at possible sniper positions. In addi-
tion bazookas, rifle grenades and any other weaponsavailable were used to

knock out enemy resistance,

This battalion made a habit of cpening up fire without waiting for actual
targets to appear, hoping to scare them out or pin them down. Light artillery
was laid two or three blocks in front of advancing troops while héﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁg
laid in the rear of that. The purpose of this was to cut communications and

demoralize the enemy,

The ammunition and pioneer platoon supplied the entire Bn with ammunition
Originally the rear ammnition dump was at the battalion with the ammunition,
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Originally the rear ammuﬁitiﬂn gump was at the battalion command post
LB?E&GB) and thﬁ.fﬂrward one at (862422). The realfl dump was moved to
(858427) on 16f0ctnber and remained there, The forward dump was kept
practically in back of the troopse. The ammunition supply worked exception-
ally smeothly due to keeping the dumps well forward,according to LiT.L.F.
Jelinek, commander Gf the Ammunition and Pioneer Platoon.

The type of fighting is rather clearly indicated by the types and

amount of ammunition used by this battalion in taking the city as listed

below:
8l mm mortar L 1500 rounds
Bl i 1 H BQQ 1"
Bl 11 1" S 800 4]

60 mm mortar HE 2000 rounds

20 boxes Ml 8B8=-round dlipé, 1344 rounds per boXx
40,000 rounds 30 cal. machine gun

2200 Fragmentation Grenades
1500 Offemsive  Grensdes
600 Rifle ‘Grenades
The total expended during the taking of the city does not include ammunition
expended before the attack started.
A team of one demolition man and one flame thrower operator worked with
each company. Assistants were furnished by the company. These teams stayed

at the company command post until called for. When a steel door was en=-

countered it was covered by infantry fire while tThe demollition man worked

his way to it. At the same time, the flame thrower would work his way To &

window thrﬂ;ﬂthich he would throw a twm-dr three-second stream of fire normal-
ly 30 ; 40 yards, thus forcing those inside to keep down, or driving them oute
While this was going on the demolition men would attach a German bee hive to
the door. (German bee hive weighed about five pounds, and were used because

they had a magnet which held them to the door).

A fuse of five seconds was usually long enough to allow the team To

reach a point of safetys
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The beehive would blow a hole thru concrete laltu 56 inches thick

b
(depending on the quality of the concrete) or thrﬁ?ﬁ steel door two to

gix inches ﬁhiék. In addition to blowing a hole th;u the door, it would
blow it off, thus permitting passage thru the opening.

A good fhame thrower could get about ten, two-or three-second bursts
out of one filling, The filler "fras" was almost as thick as jelly. One

filling took five gallons of fras. During the teking ol the elty fifty

gallons of filler was.uaedﬁjj

cifﬁgagngan is used to build up the pressure to 2200 pounds per square
inch. Nitrogen is used as the ligniter.

The ﬁnaﬂg'had set up three ﬁnderpasses for demolition, none of which
was blown, When one was found, the demolition teém would firet be called;

(G—ﬂ-d they would cut the fuses. The p.latc:rc:}n commander would then be notified
and he with a team of three men would remove the dynamite. One underpass
was prepared with at least 600 ﬁﬁunda of explosives.

Captured large ualiqﬂ§ weapons were disposed of either by using
incendiary grenades or by attaching beehives to the barrel. In one case
the beehive blew a hole clear thr?ﬁgmth sides of the barrel of an 8Cmm gun.

For the most part during the first three days the men were fed hot
meals twice a day. The meals were prepared back at the battalion command
post and ﬁrﬂught forward in marmite cans to the company command post. From
there they were moved forward by platoon carrying parties.

After the third day hot chow was dispensed with,and C rations were
used entirely., This method was preferred by the company < mmanders because
of the time and difficulty involved iﬁ serving hot chow. Also the men,
being inside the Buildingg,cauld make coffee and heat their rationse.

The wounded were evacuated as earyy as possible. Mﬁjﬂr Dulligan

(battalion executive officer) paid high tribute to the medical men "who

would
go anywhere, anytime', They were first evacuated to the platoon
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Due to the debris and rubble in tne streets, tle Jjeeps and aid trucks

were getting flat tiras Taster then they could repair them. They called in

. the M-29, light tracked vehicles, in which the wounded were successfully

evacuated,

The 3rd battalion had as their mbjectiveitﬂf s 15 October the taking

of Observatory Hill. I Company moved out, column of platoons along the

railroad tracks clearing the area to the right (northwest)., They ran into

about 30 enemy in the vieinity (848455). Killed five or six and cap tured

the rest,including four or five wounded. The 3rd platoon turned right just

southwest of the bend in the tracks (849442), the rest of the company going

on south to LOMBARDEN Street and then turning right toward

OBSERVATORY HILL.

The company buttoned up for the night just across PASS Street.

- K was to move down JULICHER Street, turn right on THOMASHOF with the

LW as '
objective of taking the Palast Hotel. The anemy\iaﬂaxfiring a 20mm AA down

JOSEPH Von GORRES Street. They knocked out = Iriendly tank with a bazooka

Just before it reached THOMASHOF Street. The tank men were incapsacitated

by the shot and got out of the tank with some burns. SET

. Wise, Pve. Brown

and Pvt. Gafford mounted te tank, fired up all the .30 calibre ammunition,

turned the tank around angd drove it back down the street to safety. These

men had nsger been in a tank before.

.F
K company did not reach ﬁﬁgié objective but "buttoned

side of PASS Street with an out_post on the far side.

up" on the near

L company was to move down JULICHER Street and clear the bulldings be-

tween JULICHER and TAL Streets, as far as PELISERKER Street.

taru the area three platoons abreast. There was somuamh fir

They moved
¢ down JULICHER

street that they had to take the buildings from the fear, climbing over wiail »

.
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or thrﬁgtales in them.ﬁ*Thay stopped for the niggt at BLUCHER Street,

Mortars were set up in the vicinity of the road Junction LOMBARDEN
and UNGARN streets. A mortar observer was with each company command post
and mortar fire was available on call. "lst Lt Walter F. Nickey, commander
ol M company, stated that 8lmm mortars were too small for street fighting,
needed more 4.,2's which were able to cause sufficient destruction to the.
buildings to force the enemy down. The heavy maching guns were set up, giv-
ing all-around defense.

The 14th QOctober, the 3rd battalion had the same mission as the preced-
ing d:ay. I company took OBSERVATORY HILL and deployed barely over the top
of ite L company cleaned tke bsalance of thelr area to PELISERKER street.

K company did not quite reach their objective but occupied an ares from
OBSERVATORY HILL to a point (845436) along ROBENS street. A composite
company from the 18th Regiment took over part of the factory district there
protecting the rear.

On the morning of the ;5th October, the 3rd platoon of I company was
pulled out of its position to the left (east) of OBSERVATORY HILL and sent
to clean up the area along KREFELDER street between PASS and MARGRATEN stse
The 1lst platoon improved their positions on ROLAND street. They were so
short of men that they had no depth, so they left only skeleton crews at the
60mm mortars and used the rest of the mortar men as Piflemens

At 1030 the enemy attacked OBSERVATORY HILL with one platoon which was
replused. At 1530 a general attack was made consisting of approximately a
battalion of infantry and six tsnks or self-propelled guns. It was.preceded
by an-intense 120mm mortar barrage. M company fired 300 rounds of S1lmm
mﬂrtﬁr trying to locate and knock out the enemy mortars but faildd.

ne main effort was against OBSERVATORY HILL and on the right flank of

I company. The enemy overran OBSERVATORY HILL forcingc a 300-yard gap between
s g
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I and K companiese. A heavy ﬁttack was als& made on the left flank of K Co.

When the enemy forced tl® gap between I and K companies,one platoon of
-L company (fmllowed'witﬂithree quarters of an hour by the rest of L company)
was pushed in to fill the gap, retake OBSERVATORY HILL and push on and take
KURHAUS. Dﬁrkness fell before they could takexthe latter, but they did manage
to retake the former. One platoon became lost and drifted over toward K
company, leaving a gap between the Greenhouse and OBSERVATORY tower. By this
time the Ammunition and Pioneer platéon.had'been thrown in, and the platoon *
of Engineers was committed,but a gap still existed.

Durirg the 1loth Qctober the tank destroyers operated in two sections.
One sectiun-of two destroyers was in the area of ROLAND GIHGLE(842445);

The other section of three destroyers under Sgt. Leo F. Samek were moved
from the battalion left flank to the wvicinity of battalion headquarters
{846459)-t0 cover the park area. One destroyer out of this section was
placed several hundred yards to the north in the factoyy district(84454427).
The.ﬂther two supported the &#ffort of L company by blasting OBSERVATORY
HILL ahead of them, ;

Two Mark VI tanks loaded with infantry plus & company of infantry on
foot moved to the right(southeast) of KURHAUS and attacked the left flank of
K company. Bazookas were fired at them but failed to knock them out. Mortar
and. artillefy fire were laid on the enemy plus rifle and autématic rifle
- fire. One BAR man fired 59 magazines of ammunition .

One of the tanks got past the greenhouse(845437) to within 200 yards of
Hm?ﬁﬁttalimn command post. The two TD!s engagéd the m not being asble to see them
clearly, but firing at their muzzle blasts. Opl. Wenzlo Simmons, the
assistant gunner in one of the destroyers (the gun commander being absent
with a Toothache) fired 13 rounds at one of the enemy tanks and was credited
with knocking it out.

(K co. did not mention that a tank was knocked out,

nor did we see it when we werec on the gound). The other tank turned and
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—~<®88 ran; this part of the atback was stopped.

Two Mark VI's plus a company of infentry came around the northwest
part of OBSERVATORY HILL against the right flank of I company, driving I
company off of the hill. The ﬁfficér from I company interviewed said that
the TD's fired 15 roﬁnds at the tanks, driving them off, but the officer in
charge of the TD's sai& that they didn't see the tanks, al though he said
they were firing down the street in which direction the tenks had been hearde

The artillery and the 60 and 8lmm mortars hag OP's in the tower on E,
OBSERVATORY HILL. The enemy Bcored 36 direct hits on it, During the attack
the mortar observer siayed in the tower =nd called Ifor mortar fire right on
top of his position. I company fired 300 rounds of 60mm mortar, the 4,21g
fired 200 rounds and M company fired 300 rounds of 8l. The other companies
Iired alwmmst as much.

Af'ter the attack had been broken, I company moved to the near side of
KREFELDER street. They strung mines across the street at (84154427) and at
(84304456), That night three enemy 75's and three lorries came southwest
along KREFELDER street. They got pag the first string of mines without
trouble but the first 75 hit the second string and was disabied. The other
two stopped. Next a lorry tried to g0 around the dissbled 75 and struck a
mine and was put out of action, Another and still the third tried and suffe
ered the same fate. One 75 and three lorries were thus lined up across the
rmad;all 2Eut of actions The other two 75's turned and fled.

Part of the importance of OBSERVATORY HILL is that fact that frem 1%
mﬁe has observation over the whole Citye« As LteCol. Corley(CO 3rd Bn) put
it:-"HE who holds Observatory Hill holds the town".

During the 16th QOctober there was continual probing of OBSERVATROY

HILL by enemy patrols and incessant mortar fire. A friendly tank was run

to the top of the hill and fired at the enemy, driving %‘:{out.:
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On the 17th the battalion ; sat in place, rested qulace-
ments and got set for the attack the following morning. All of LOUSBERG
HILL®8344) was glven to the battalion as an objective anﬂ Task Force Hogsan
of the 3rd Armored Division was assigned the mission of taking LAURENSBERG

but were not to move until LOUSBERG HILL was secure,

K company had been erroneously raportingﬁﬁégiﬁ:pusitian. They were
supposed to get MONHEIMS ALLEE which they finally reached about 1600. Dur-
ing the night word was received that the gap northeast of the city ahd been
closed at (860472

Lt«Col. Corley requested one company of tanks and one company of arm-
ored infantry to secure his rear. The armored infantry moved in at 180700.

Jumping off at 140605 hDuPQ,G-Eﬂ, end Bn,advamcad one block by 0930,
bripgging them on line with E and F companies. As they Jumped off they ran
into deadly sniper fire. PFive of the eight infantry men assigned to the
two tanks became casual ties, _These tanks ‘were on the left flank, just
riorth of the church at (85554225). They concentrated their fire on the
church site, which was then taken and "blasted ahead!" at thé railroad tracks
and at the enemy bunker at (84904220) near the site of the old castle.(8490-
4220)es After heavily shelling these targets and advancing 300-400 yards
west of the church site, by mid-afternoon, PWs and civilians began to come
out of the bunker, which was also an af®raid shelter. All together about
180 PW's and 2000 civilians were taken. Toward dusk an enemy chow wagon
showed up, apparently to feed the now captured enemy, and it too was taken.

The 2nd ®n moved forward as shown, encountering small arms fire and one
75 firing from the position marked #2(843431).

On the morning of the 15th, just as the 2nd Bn was ready to push off,
the crew of a TD, working with E ﬁqiﬁ, was loading ammunition on 1t, when

- ~
the 75 above put 2 Pﬂ@? thri#the gas tank o One mang was killed and the
rest were casualties. The TD did not burn. The progress of day, as shown,

was cparactersdzed by s@@ll arms fire, machine gun and bazooka firee
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16 ﬁctmber gun # 2 was fired on by a 57mm A/T gun,and it did not fire
agains The next mmfning a tank shot it up. An attempt was mmde to get g
57 A/T gun into position at the copner of JULICHER and PELISERKER stBeets
(846436) to knock out the # 3 gun. However, every time they started pushing
it around the corner,the enemy 75(3) would fire at it,f'orecing it to withdraw
For the second day, mortar fire was laid on the enemy gun position. By thﬂﬁgﬁ
time F comapny reached its objective, HEINHIGH*ELLEE, the erew had left,

Just after reaching its objective, the same street, @ company had a
counterattack at (843424). The attack was made by infantry supported by
two tanks and and 8P 75 # 1 gun, = _

The TD with G company had been knocked out by enemy bazooka fire at
(844424) - southeastern end of HINDERBERG street. The projectile fired
from about 50 yards(west), struck the gun cmunter—balacng,thus putting it
out of acction., The shrapel from the projectile hit two men standing in the
turret, killing one znd wounding thé. other,\-

The enemy infantry and tanks got to the corner mf.HIHDEHBEHG ang
WILHELM. A friéndly tank nad a swelled round in the chamber -nd had to
back around the corner(one block east)'untfiiigégzzéuid.extricata ite A
bazooka team fired at one of the enemy tanks but failed to knock it out.

The tank then fired on the bazooksa team, knocking them out.,

Two friendly TB's, or tanks, one block to the east were working into
position to fire when the enemy tanks left. The two opposing infantry forces
were firing at each other acrﬂés WILHELM street. Hand grenades were also
tossed back and forth. Some of the cnemy emen got across the street but
were driven out. .

As two friendly tanks were advencing west along AUGUSTA street, and

while gbout onehalf block sast of EILHELM they were fired upon by the 75

# 1 guni. Neither was hit, the projectible passing between them. Thay're;

turned the Tire, knocking out the enemy gun.

L7th October P €o sat tight waiting on the 3rd bn on its right'flankn
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During the day the enemy moved an SP 150mm gun into position, just nerth of
the 70 # 3, on ALEXANDER street. Mortar fire was lagid on it,driving it off.
The mnrt%aimed a direct hit, '

E and @ Qo moved forward as shown. @G €o infantry and armor was now
approaching the RR station(840423) and industrial area where the enemy had -
better fields of fire; and "c,ught hell", according to Lt. Bays, leader of
the TD plﬁtman operating with the company. The lieutenant now had only one
destroyer with G It started out in the morning from g position at (8%4424)-
but was held up near(843424) by direct enemy A/T and 150 SP gun fire coming
down HINDENBERG street from the vieinity of the STATE THEATER(837428), The
TD could not get in effective firing position without exposing itself, due
to Tthe layout of the streets. LE;§H 155 8P gun was brought up to the point

whBre the southeast end of HINDENBERG street runs into the wall of a partly
demolished housej the TD fired 16 rounds at 15 vards into tle wall, meking
a hole through with the 155 fired 6 ‘HE toward the STATE THEATER. Apparently
the enemy 150 SP gun withdrew. ¢ @ogw advanced (west) across tie fnught{:mva?
street intersection at(b%EéE%k amd one friendly medium tank knﬁgbked out an
enemy Mark IV tank in the vicinity of the reilrosd station,

WA
(ET 18th October 2nd Bq@ﬁg;igned one objective which they reached about

ks objective, , . =%
1100. @ cumég@yjhad not 3uite reachgahﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬁéing held;?uP by machine gun
fire coming from a convent(839426). They tried to knock it out with baZooks
fire and rifle grenades but failed;ég;%;ought up a tank which did thafjﬂb
about 1530. Another objective was assigned which the Bn reached by night.
.The <nd Bn still bent its right flank back to the ¢ orner of HEINRICHS
ALLEE and JULICHER street to main?aini‘cmntact with the 3rd. However, as
will be shown later, the 3rd clesned the area northegst of MONHEIMS ALLEE

to KREFELDER strect that day.

That same night (18-19) the battalion boundary was changed to include

the city north to LUDWIGS ALLER (just.north of th 44th grid line). C Qo

was attached to the 2nd Bn and given the mission of taking the pmrtiﬂnhust
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~§ of the boundary line. ¢ €0 and the composite group (I & R platoon plus)
were relieved by the 2nd En; 110th Regiment, who \éﬁ/m be used purely def-
ensively but to whom was assigned the area just north of tl RR tracks,
New company boundaries were designated as shown.

In the morning of the same day (18th October) the 3rd Bn attacked at

0645 with the mission of taking KURHAUS, the PALSST HOTEL and tlhe circle jus
across KREFELDER street(840441). The attack ‘?Zﬁped off stGUﬂthjuﬁéﬁhs1r-
Artillery fire did not fall until after the attack had started in order to

catch the enemy by surppise and also to catech them as they moved ocuts I

Co moved out on the right, L €o in the center, K @o on the left ang M_@o

in support.

The 155 was placed on the adge of ROLABD CIRCLE(844444) snd fired
southwest on ROLAND street giving initial support to the attack of I @0,
It was then witﬁgﬁrawn and_sent around.to\(the other side of the park,
.. Iwo tenks and two TD's supported K @ots advance, The tanks "fired the

houses to the front" (west) at ROLAND CIRCLE(842442) and then shot down

ROLAND street to the southwest. One weﬁt straight south through the circle,
while the other turned right across KREFELDER street to (841443), The two
TD!'s advanced with I €o down through ROLAND CIRCLE mmd down ROLAND street
to MONHEIMS ALLEE firing two houses ahead of the infantry. About 1300 1lst

Lt Charles F. Burlgndo's TD knocked out an enemy 47mm AT gun at (8444), By
nightfall I €o had attained its objective.

One platoon of L € was to go over OBSERVATORY HILL and take KUHHﬁﬁS.

It was supported by two tanks and two TDYa:  In addition, the 155 was moved
to the ares southeast of KURHAUS(844438) from which position it fired on

both KURHAUS and the PALAST HOTEL gnd was then withdrawn. The TD!'s and

tanks fired on KURHAUS both at &he same timﬂ as the 155, and afterwards,

Enablm L @ to take the buildings by mid-—morning.
Two pikatoons of K €o moved northwest on MONHEINMS ALLEE,clearing the

buildings on both sides. After I, @o had taken KHRHAUS,the other platoon


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

i . : - e
S-SR Ny
-20=

of K o moved thrgd;t aﬁd attacked the PALAST Hd;EL. This platman,under

end Lt Wm. D. Hatchfcr@,tﬁuk the lobby of the hotel without much difficulty,
They immediately set up a defense and blocked the three entrandes to the
basement which they had found. Most of his men were green rEplacements}

but Lt. Ratchforg nent-patrﬂls thrﬁgthe Euildiﬁg’finding several more en-
trances to the basement, They threw captured potato masher grenades in on
the enemy who was throwing his own out, Machine gun fire was also turneg nnq
the enemy who by this time had hagd enough and was trying toc get out of the
buildingipausing only long enough to set his ammunition on fire. At the
Same time, K co was Spraying the enemy across the street with machine gun
fire. The eremy lost 25 killed ang 12 captured in the thEiu

By nightfall gll three ﬁmmpaniea had reached the ir objectives, The

wole gres between MONHEIMS ALLEE and KREFELDER street plus the circle west
of KREFELDER was ?irmiy in American handsg Ihe- KURHAUS and the PALAST HOTEL
turned out to be the headguarters for the QGerman forces in AACHEN and algo

the storehouse. Large quantities of food and armunition wepe founde A 20mm

In the push, I €0 was pinched off and became the reserve. On the 19th
they led thg éttack with the mission of Securing SALVATOR HILLe The 155 hag
Iired on the church on SALVATOR HILL and BELVEDERE HOTEL,

L ém Was supported by two Tp!s of Sgte. Samek!s section. The former
Securea the high ground around the hotel in the morning. The TD's and tanks
moved up about noon ., The TD's took pPositions on KUPFER street at (85654440
about 50 yards east of the hotel, in order to I'ire on anything going past on
LUDWIG street, At noon just as Sgt. Samﬂﬁ was "getting his beans", the o ther
Crew members having eaten, two ehemy half=-tracks went east on LUDWIGSE ALLEE,

They were about 300 yeards from the nearest destroyer. Cpl. Glifford Lie

Schommer, gunner, scored a "beautiful hitn on the 2nd half-track, "splatter-

ing the enemy vehicle and personnel across LUDWIGS ALLEE. fThe other enemy
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half-track got away. I Qo reached its ob jective.

I €o mission was to push thru the woods smuth of SALWATOR HILL and
clean out the area bounded by KUFFER street and LUDWIGS ALLEE.Z The deatray-
ers could not get through the rough terralq,sg Lt Burlando left one destroyer
on KREFELDER street at approximately (8444) and the other in the little park
lsland on MONHEIMS ALLEE at the KREFELDER instersectimn(Bﬁgéﬁg) in the bushaa
afforddng some conceslment. From this position the destroyer kept up harras
sing fire on the south side of LUDWIGS ALLE& firing sbout 15 rounds per hour,
That nlght the destroyer pulled back around the north and west of SALVATOR
HI tm 335951tiﬂn Trom which 1t could fire down KUPFER 3t at enything moving

K company remesined in place prepared to take oWer the circle occupied
by I @o, SALVATOR HILL and the BELVEDERE HOTEL after 1, @o hgd taken themg
One platoon moved in about 1400 and the balance later in the day4

All companies reached their objectives for th?ﬁay. The same day, the

30th Inf Div was reported’in LAURENSBERG, Therefure the mlssimn of Tagk

£ ek
On @@= 19 "fﬁe 2rd Bn plus the 2nd bn 110th Regt and ¢ @o moved out

8s shown, 'Thera was a "good bit!" of enemy mortar fire during the day. 1In

the morning ¢ Co mortars "flushed out three énemy -squads of mortarmen with

five 8lmm mortars" and Iinfantrymen captured the enemy personnel and weapons.,
i | = .
E o moved out to a point as Bhown rather than stop half way thrﬂ“&he block,
' = \Oct., trachments, i
On &ae 20 the 2nd Bn., ﬁI%E}fﬁE§;a out as shown. F and ¢ Co's ran

into very stiff machine gun, rifle and mortar fire, (During the two days €
BRXCORARXXHEAXKERY was attached they received more mortar fire than the whode
end Bn dig during the dame period)s. Also strong sniper fire wasg coming from
the southeast corner TEMPLERGRASBEN Amd BILFSCHORNSTEIN Street. (832545%4)
Stiff opposition was also coming from the TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL(831434),

One platoon of F Company built up the fire Iight from across TEMPLERGRARBEN.
A TD on the left flank fired at the school, another one was working its
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way around to flank the building from the rear. However, the enemy, af'ter
holding out for about an hour,had had enough and surrendered, 75 -80 PWs
being taken from the high school.

About the same time E Qampanj was engaging the building to the south
(831434) ebout noon an officer and two enlisted men came over to L Eomp any
carrying a white flag. The officer stated that if an American Officer
would go back with him they would surrender. However, before they got back

h
to the building the enemy started falling out thrﬁﬁtha doors and windows.

About 125 PWs were taken.
By nightfall the battalion had reached its objective for the day, the

RR tracks on the western edge of the citye.
The 3rd Bn pushed off ﬁn the 20th Oct at 0630 hrs. L Co was to fl nish

clearing out the eastern half of LOUSBERG HILL. K Co was to clean out an
area between LUDWIGS ALLEE, RUTSCHER St. and NIZZA ALLEL. 1 Co was (o rast
and not be committed unléess necessarye. |

However, K Co ran into strong enemy résistance in the hospital at
(854440},50 I Co was sent into assist. K Co was then given the block norta
of FORSTER St and I Co the triangular block south of LOUSBERG St. (831440),

Oon the 2lst October Lt.Col.Daniel was asked what he wanted to do. He
suggested moving on west including the ridge line toward Sustern(ﬁﬂ@&ﬁ&};
ESacaiasnanay] Eﬁter the boundry was changed and he was ordered not to go north
of MAASTRICHER and MELATENEX Stse The companies were given the mission
shown on overlay, which they accomplished without difficulty.

The same day the 3rd battalion had the mission of securing the north
west end of LOUISBERG HILL and the area south of it. (See overlay for obj-

ectives for each company).

The ‘day started off with the 155 firing from a position on LOUSBERG

street into the bunker at @295445{3}
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I and Kieﬂmpanies were progressing satifactorily, but K €ompany was
_meeting Pather stiff mppﬂsitionsikmund the buqker noted above.,.

About 1100 two hundred'enamy marched up to surrender. The information
was brought in the' Col. Wilhe, the commander of the German forfes, wished to
surrender. Captain Bott, I Company commander, want into the bunker.

General Taylor, Assistant Division Commander, snd Col. Seitz, 26th
Inf /Zénunander? were at the 35rd Bn CP at the time. The surrender was Nl ——
negotiated, and at 1206 the surrender of the German forces was complete
except for the mqﬁping up of elements in the outlying districts. This was
accomplished during the afternoon,and both Bns. withdrew from the city to
their original area that night.

Officers of the 3rd Bn stated that the taking of their section of the
city was the hardest, toughest and longest steady fight they had ever had.

The accout of the last day is consliderably llacking in detail because
of lack of interviews. It will be wewritten if and when additional inter-
views have been acqihmpﬁ&hea.

Persons interviewed in connection with foregoing accounts
Ma jor Henry N. Clisson, S8-3, 26th Inf.

Capt. James W, Rennie, Asst 8-3, 26th Inf.

1st Lte Cedric A, Lafley, S-2, 26th Inf.

Lt.Col. D.M.Daniel, CO, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.

Major John F. Dulligan, Executive Officer, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.

lst Lt. Ladimer F. Jelinek, A & P commander, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.
Captain 0Ozell L. Smoot, CO, E co, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.

lst Lt. Webb W. Chesnut, Ex 0fficer, E co, 2nd Bn 26th Inf.

lst Lt. Beasor B. Walker, €O, G co, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.

Captain Gllbert H. Fuller, €0, H co, 2nd Bn, 26th Inf.

Lt.Col. Corley, CO, 3rd Bn, 26th Inf.

1st Lt. John E. Reynolds, S-2, 3rd Bn, 26th Inf.

end Lt. William D. Ratchford, €0, 2nd Pla, K Co, 3rd Bn, 26th Inf.
lst Lt. William J. Groll, (€O, Wpns Platoon, L Co, 3rd Bn, 26th Inf.,
lst Lt Walter F. Neckey, CO, M co, 3rd Bn, 26th Inf,.

<nd Lt. Robert E. Readle, Executive Gfficer, I Go, Brd Bn, 268h Inf.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALION
168TH INFANIRY
A.P.O. #1 U.o. ARMY 4

2 November 194/,

Record of Hvents for the month of Octoher 1944.

The curtain lifted on October to find the Battalion preparing to
leave its defensive position in the dripping forests south of Aachen. The
seige of the German city was to be lifted shortly, and the 18th Infantry had
been selected Lo play a major role in this undertaking. On the morning of
the 2ndg the Battalion was relieved by the 237th Engineer Battalion and moved
to a bivouac area approximately 2 miles behind the front lines. This was the
first break for the troops since the blitz had been resumed in western France
in the latter part of August. The Siegfried Line had been penetrated, a great
enemy cily besieged, and summer turned to autumn.

Remaining in the bivouac area for six days, the Battalion accomplished
two things. The lroops were cleaned and rested, and the limited recreational
facilities of a front-line Division placed at the disposal of the men. At the
same time the plan for the complete encirclement and reduction of the defenses -
of Aachen was unfolded. To us fell the mission of seizing "Crucifix Hill", a
key terrain feature northeast of the city. This ridge, heavily held and well
organized for deiense by the enemy, was a bulwark of the Siegfried Line in the
Aacnen area. Studded with pill boxocs and observation posts along its 1000 yards
of lenght, it was a stronghold that had to be removed before anyone couidd
successiully penetrate the defenses of Aachen or even move freely in areas
already held by our forces. A sharp rise on the western part of the ridge,
surmounted by a huge cross that could be seen for miles around, gave that portion
of the ground its dramatic name. 1,000 yards east of "Crucifix Hill¥ lay the
village of Verlautenheide , another integral part of the enemy's defense system.
At this point the ridge took a bend to the southeast, and 4LOO yards from
Verlautenheide lay the forward outposts of the 2nd Battalion of the 16th Infantry.

The master plan called for the loth Infantry to seize Vierlautenheide
and "Crucifix Hill" and to Push out to a low-=lying ridge northwest of Eilendorf
on the south side of the valley in front of the positions of our 3rd Battalion.
When this had been accomplished, the 26th Infantry was to swing out from its
positions to attack Aaghen proper and force the capitulation of the city. Before
the latier part of the plan was to be elfected, howevep, the enemy commandant
was to be tendered an opportunity to surrender. In event of refusal, the city was
to be reduced to rubble by our bombers and artillery pieces prior to the jump-off
of the 261::11-

The loth's role in this quick stroke was to be as follows: Aiter an
artillery preparation of one hourfs length on known enemy targets, the 2nd Bat-
talion would attack through the 16th Infantry's left company position and seize t
the village of Verlautenheide. Upon the consolidation of this objective, the lst
Battalion would jump across the ridge thtfough the village and push on out to
"Crucifix Hill", organizing the ground thereabout for defense. At the same tims
the lWieiden-Haaren road was to be cut by fire, and its use as an escape
or reinforcement route for the foreces in Aachen denied to the enemy. Then the
3rd Battalion would jump from its present position to the bare ridge to its front,

iy



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

diverting some of the enemy'!s attention from "Crucifix Hill." The whole plan

was one of speed, daring, determinitation and coopdination. It was not an easy
job; on the contrary, it was one of the most difficult objectives ever assigned
us. Cover was very limited from the word "Go'"; opportunity for maneuver did not
exist. It was to be a siradght power drive through the center of the line, and that
line contained all those pill boxes filled with stubborn fighters and artillery
observers. Therefore, everything was carefully planned to furnish the man with the
rifle and pole charge the maximum amount of support from the ground and air. An
air-ground liaison officer was to accompany each battalion. He would have a 510
radio, installed in a tank, and could call on supporting squadrons for missions

on targets anywhere in our sector. In addition to our own tanks and tank desiroy-
ers, one battery of 155mm self propelled guns was on hand to furnish direct fire
against any enemy pill boxes or other installations that should prove a tough nut
to crack. 11 battalions of field artillery stood ready to smash everything in our
way, break up the inevitable eneny counter-attacks, and counter-battery the |
German's artillery and mortar positions. The men themselves were armed wilh

pole charges, satchel charges, flame throwers, beehives, and bangalore torpedoes,
this in addition to their normal infantry weapons , to enable them to assault this
huge "fort", Assault teams were organized overnight and the company officers
worked frantically to whip their platoons into shape for the bold attack. A

large percentage of the men making the attack had only had their induction to
combat a week or so beforeyq They were not finished soldiers in any sense of the
word and wonders had Lo be worked during the six days of planning, briefing,
training, etc.

The attack was set for the early morning hours of October 8th. Accordingly
at 20 00 hours of the evening of the 7th, the Battalion moved in trucks to arrive
atl a rear assembly area in the vicinity of Brand at 2300 hours. At OO45 the
Battalion marched in column of companies to the forward assembly area at Bilendorf,
There the troops were dispersed among the cellers of the easlern section of the
town, to await the order to move out and atiack. At O4OO hours the 2nd battalion
jumped off and, after a bitter struggle snd some trying moments, Took its objective.
This was at approximately 0700, It took considerably longer to mop up, however,
and our Battalion did not commerice to move from Eilendorf until 0900,

The Battalion Commander and Forward Command Group were the first elements
of the Battalion to move across the open ground to our jump—off positions in
Verlautenheide, By this time the enemy was aware of what was going on and had
registered heavily on Verlauterheide as well as the approach to it from the 16th
Infantry positions. As the Command Group picked its way through the hail of death
that enveloped it, it became obvious that the Battalion would have to be infiltrat-
ed into Verlautenheide by platcon groups. Orders to this effect were given and
reorganization points in the western part of the village designated for the two
assault companies, "C" and "A" Companies. MMoving through the heaviest artillery
and mortar fire encountered by the Battalion since the breakthrough at Marigny,
the companies did not resach their jump-off positions uptil 1500 hours.

The order to attack was given at 1530 in the afternoon and "C" Company,
reinforced by the "Ranger" Platoon and 1 platoon of heavy machine guns attached
from Company "D", sprang forward along the crest of the ridge leading to
#Crucifix Hill®, In spite of the most intense artillery, mortar and machine gun
fire, these gallant men press:d their attack into the face of the foe. FPill box
after pill box fell before the inspired drive of these immortals, as they went
to work with demolition cherges and flame throwers to drive the eneny Ifrom

iy I :
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his strong positions and destroy or capture him. The huge crucifix, which

proved to have been an enemy observation post, was reduced to rubble, even as our
men were approaching it. The Company Commander of "C"™ Company, Captain Bobbie

b. Brown, was wounded three times by enemy fire but continued to drive forward

at the head of his men. By 1630 "Crucifix Hill" belonged to the lst Battalion,
18th Infantry. -

hEcheloned to the left rear of "C" Company came "A" Company, reinforced
by a platoon of heavy machine guns. The mission of this force was to reduce
the defenses on the south sliope of "Crucifix Hill" and link eventually with
HCH Company. YA" wzs not so fortunate, Readhing a point 300 yards southwest
of Verlautemheide, they ran into 2 platoons of the enemy who were well entrenched
and apparently willing to die for the Fuhrer rather than surrender. After
a bitter struggle theat raged back and forth until dark, it was decided to hold
HA® Compapgy until direct artillery fire could be brought to bear upon the
eneny strong points.

HE" Company was held in reserve in Verlautenheide throughout the first
might. Throughout the day the Battalion had captured approximately 60 prisoners
and inflictéd heavy casualties on two German companies. A vital objective had
been seized and the enemy knocked out of oge of his strongest positons., It
had not been accomplished the easy way. Our men had had to fight for every
inch ©f ground and had to dig new positions under continuous heavy shell fire,

60 officers and enlisted men fell on the battlefield that day and more were to
follow in the face of desperate enemy counter-attacks. The GBattalion Command
Post, set up in Verlautenheide, was subjected to shell fire that fell upon the
area like rain. It was rugged going but ¥Crucifix Hill" no longer looked down
menacingly upon our front lines and rear areas.

Dawn of October 9th broke with the enemy saturating our newly-won
positions with shell and mortar fire, At approximately 0615 the enemy attemp-
ted to retake "Crucifix Hill" by storm, and 3 waves of infantrymen and assault
engineers moved up its northern and wesiermn slopes, The men of "C" Company held

their fire until Jerry was almost upon them. Then they opened up with a
mirderous grazing fire that piled the onrushing Germans in front of their very
fox holes. One sectiop of WD" Company's heavy machine guns particularly
distinguished itself, the gunners swinging their guns with reee iraverse
and blazing away at every German in sight. The enemy (or whatever shattered
resnants were left) withdrew as suddenly as they had attacked, leaving forty-
some—odd dead strewn on the bloody slopes of "Crucifix Hill®, 35 prisoners
were taken. . |

Later on in the morning two self propelled 155mm guns were brought up
to Bilendorf to engage. the enemy strong points stidl holding out against "A"
Company. They succeeded in smashing two piil boxes campletely and laid a
deadly fire on the rest of the enemy in the area. "A" Company assisted by
1l platoon of "C" succeeded in dislodging the enemy from many of his positions.
Heavy casualties were inflicted and 12 prisoners taken. However, many still
held out fanatically against our pressure on all sides.
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Cn the evening of October 9th, "BY and "I" Companies pulled one of
the great "snesk" plays of the war. They were ordered to move out from
"Crucifix Hill", head to the northwest and seize Ravels-B, a prominent
hill 1500 yards northwest of "Crucifix Hill." Iioving in the dead of the
night, the two companies slipped quietly tnrough the dark and reached their
objective several hours later. The Company Commander of "B" Company,
Captain Jesse R. lfiller, Jr., wisely decide to avoid any scrap with the
enemy if it could be helped., In order to do this, he had to skirt many
pill boxes. Iihile crossing the main Haaren-ileiden Road, The column broke
many times to allow enemy convoys Lo move up and down the road. This daring
move was the final stroke in springing the trap upon the encircled foe in
Aachen. Now The Germans had no recourse other than to stand and fight the
26th Infant®y or attempt to break out through the 18th Infantry.

On The morning of the 1O0th, "A" Company finally broke the enemy
resistance on the south slope of "Crucifix Hill" and seized a German (fficer
and 30 of his men. That evening the company moved to fill the gap between
"Orucifix Hill"and the forces on Ravels-B. No enemy resistance was
encountered and the camnpany organized the western sloie of the now famous
hill as well as set®ing up a road block on the last escape gap. In the
meantime "B" and "I" Companies were nostling on their objectives, undetected
Ly The enemy until the afternoon when a German Lieutenant and 25 of his men
stumbled unwittingly into the arms of #B#f Company. A short time later a
Lieutenant Colonel and his staff fell prey to the same treatment, All day
long "C" Company was subjected to devastating barrages of artillery and mortar
fire. Casualties were mounting in the Battalion, 16 on the 9th and 47 on the
10th,

On the llth the 3rd Battalion moved WLM and "K" Companies into the
vicinity of Haaren. At the same time the lst and 3rd Battalion Command FPosts
moved into the town and the latter Battalion took over the sector from Ravels-—
B to the main road. "I" Company was extended to tie in with "A" Company,
the latier being responsible for the main road. "B" Company which was now
attached to the 3rd Battalion, began to receive heavy shell fire early in the
aiternoon that increased to a terrific rate in the evening. At 1730 German
Infantry, supported by tanks, launched a heavy counter attack to retake
Ravels-B. The "B" Company men, battered incessantly in their fox holes
and pill boxes held their ground and withstood several repeagted onslaughts.
when darkness fell, the enemy desisled for the time being. His artillery did
not 1lift, however, amd it was fairly obvious that he would try again to take
this 1mpartant terrain feature., Throtughout the day heevy vehicular movement
had been observed on the Weiden-lierzbruck Road from the observation posts
on "Crucifix Hill", Enemy reinforcements were reportsd to have been brought
up hagtily from the east and south,either to stop‘what looked like an
attempt at a breakthrough on our part or to relieve the besieged troops in
Aschen, Enemy artillery continued to exact a toll on our battalion and 18
casualties were sustained,

The 12th heralded further artillery fire on all our positions and
another desperate counter-attack against "B" Company, whose gallant men held
thelr ground and inflicted further casualties on the enemy. Two enemy
motorcycles came varrelling down the main road into "AY Company's road block,
two Germans being killed and one teken prisoner. lhe same road block netted
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process was again repeated on the l4th, resulting in the death of 1 enemy
soldier and the capture of another. On the same day "B" Company was
relieved by "K" Company and moved back to a reserve position in Haaren.
During bhese three days our Battalion suffered 30 casualties at the hands
of the undiminished enemy artillery.

On the morning of the 15th "AM" Company launched a strong raid
against three enemy held pill boxes. The enemy surrendered one of the
pill boxes after hand placed charges had been set off against it, amd
24 prisoners were gathered up by our sudden blow. The other pill boxes
proved too strong to crack by our limited action, amd after a sharp fight
in their vicinity our men withdrew. In the afternoon of the same day, "B"
Company was again released Irom Battalion control to assist the 2nd Battalion
in meking a counter-atiack against a strong enemy force that had infiltrated
into the houses on the eastern edge of Verlautenheide. "B" Company did a
creditable job and then moved a reinforced platoon into the gap between the
2nd Battalion and the 16th Infantry. Mortar, artillery and tank fire continued
10 pound our positions unmercifully day and night.

On the 16th we were informed that the 18th Infantry would be holding
down this hot corner for some time to come and ordered to take every step
- conceivable to improve our defensive position, That night the division
engineers laid & hasty mine field in front of "C" Company's position, and the
following night the companies commenced to string defensive wire. Anti-
personnel mines and booby traps were laid down along the Basttalion's front.
Our men accomplished this work amd continued to improve upon it on subsequent
nights in spite of no let up in the ememy's artillery pounding. During the
night of the 1l7th the enemy added personnel bombs, to his harassing fire when
several planes flew low over our positions.

After dark on the 18th Y“A" Company sent a patrol to the pill box that
hed yielded the 24 Germans, with orders to destroy it. This time the enemy
were very much on the aslert amd offered stubborn re sistance to our efforts.
The patrol was forced to withdraw aiter having killed one German. On the
same day the enemy launched a heavy attack against "K" Company on Ravels-B
and overran a portion of the position, resulting in the capture of three of
our pill boxes. UB" Company, the old standby, was ordered to assist "KB
Company inrestoring the position by launching a strong counter-attack against
the pill boxes that had been seized by the enemy. This order was carried out
at dawn of the 19th; the position was restored and 50 prisoners were taken,

On the next day the enemy made his last effort to take this bloody piece of
ground and was again driven off with heavy losses. The gallant men of "B"

Company had been fighting bitlerly day and night for several days running and

were beginning to show signs of weariness, Accordingly on the 21lst "AM

Company had been sent to relieve "B", and the latter took up positions on the
western slope of "Crucifix Hill" as well as taking over the road block on the

main road., Almost as soon as the company took over its new sector, an enemy patrol
of & men atiempled to infiltrate inte its line., 3 were killed and 1 ecapbtured.

The three pill boxes north of "Crucifix Hill" were irksome thorns in
our side. They wepe passive enough in so far as small arms fire coming from
them was concerned. But it was suspected by many that these pill boxes, or
at least one of them, had belier observation on our sector than previously
imagined. On the night of the 24th-24th, accordingly, a strong force comprising
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a platton of "A" Company and one of "C" was sent out to desiroy the enemy in
this area, and if possible, extend our line to include the pill boxes. The
force went out at 2330 but failed to accomplish its mission because of heavy
enemy resistance, loss of control due to fog, and a number of new men failing

to close with the enemy. The next night the same platoons were sent out again
to close with the enemy on the same mission., This time they secceeded in destroy-
ing one pill box. 24 prisogers were taken. COur men succeeded in surrounding
one other pill box but could not force its capitulation because of very heavy
enemy fire and an abundance of mines and booby traps on the ground. The job was
well done, however, with minimun losses to our platoons. In addition to the

2i, prisoners, 6 of the enemy were left dead on the field when our men withdrew
to their original positions.

Deciding not to send any additional men after the pill boxes, the .
Battalion Commender determined to drive the ememy out by another method, direct
fire. On Octover 28th two tank destroyers and two tanks were maneuvered into
firing positiops in the 3rd Battalion's sector wh ere they engaged all
three of the enemy's pill boxes with direct fire. Hits were scored on every
box and the enemy was seen to scamper from the boxes into the open emplacements
about them. At this point we threw heavy mortar fire into the ground all about
the area and inflicted severe casualties, as was evidenced by the frenzied
activity on the part of the eneny first id men arter our fire had been lifted.
Iater on in the afternoon a similar dose was administered and this time five
of the enemy, unable to stank any more of this murderous fire, turned them-
selves into our lines. Just before dark one tank fired again. From then on,
the eifectiveness of the enemmy in thatarea was greally reduced and the enemy
denied the use of this ground for observation purposes.

Cn the night of the 29th-30th, the Battalion wcs finally relieved of its
stand on "Crucifix Hill" after a vigil of three weeks standing. "A" Company
had been returned to bBattalion control on the night of the 27th and the whole
unit moved quietly to a bivouac area located on the Haaren-Aachen Hoad.

Another era had come to a conclusion for the Battelion, and our men could well
feel proud of this addition to their glorious record in world wWar 11, "urueifix
Hill" and Ravels-B will alweys be a standing tribute to those gallant men,
living and dead, who fought so well against endless odds and inflicted such
terrible losses on & vicious foe who had to be turned vack by blood and iron,
sweat and tears, and the sheer "gubs" thal have characterized our army through-
out its history.

For the Baettalion Commander:

E. W. ¥MC GHBEGOR,
Captain, Infantry,
S s 3‘1 :
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W Gompany, 2nd Battalion, 36th Armi Inf Regts, 3 xArmoed Divveen-

Interview with: 1lst Lt. Norman C. Strelt, CO. e |
Preparéd by: Frederick P. Cooper, T/Sgt, end Info & Hist Servesg |
' 1st U.S.Army.
129th Oct.

As a part of Task Force Hogan, "pM company moved up bto Line of Depart-
ure on the morning of the 19th. Jumped off at 0730, advancing in a column
pf platoons with the lst leading , the Znd following and the 3rd in support

The company advanced W thout meeting enemy opposition thru phase lines
A, Bnd B. Upon crossing phrase line B the company deployed into a line of
skirmishers, with the lst platoon on the left (south), 2nd platoon in the
eenter and the 3rd on the right flank. ‘The company advanced to St. Rafael
Cloister(836451) where the task force was dédvided into two segrate forces.
"pM company being assigmed the mission of taking Lousberg Hill (830445).
(Note: At this period Lt. Streit was 3rd platoon leader).

The company advanced muth from the {}lﬁiatar with platoons on a line,
sbout 1000, The lst platoon worked their way southeast o a trail (8359448)
L¥AK down which they could make tThelir way to the base of the hill., The
ond and 3rd platoons moved south and entered tie woods(835449) working
their way to the base ﬁf the hill where they were pinned down for appro-
ximately a hour by small arms fire from the pillboxes on the slﬂpe.i;ﬂu
recelved fire frmﬁi emplacements on road embankment at 829448,

The lst platoon in the meanwhile had advanced dﬂwnikgrail where they
came under heavy fire from enemy positions on the Hlorth slope ol Lousberg
Hill., They could not advance and withdrew %o the (Cloister.

The 3rd platoon withdrew to the road at north edge of the woods and
made their way west to the edga from where they again worked souinh to the

base of the hill,

The Znd platoon remained in the south edge of the woods(834447) en=

-

i

gaging the enemy with small arms and BAR fire.
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e )
19th Oct. : S

The 3rd platoon working thelr way along the edge of the woods met
some small arms fire and captured a fﬂ'-I' prisoners in the wood. iorknﬁ
tha;.:} way to the base of the hill and continued on to the crest, which
they reached about 15300, Set up an all around defensge and notifled compaay
Hgs by runner that they had reached their objective.

The 2nd platoon withdrew from the ir position(854447) and followed
al ong the same route of the 3rd platoon. reaching the crest of the hill
at 1430, I

The two platoons set up their defenses for the night with the enemy
still dug in on the northwest part of the hill., Some small arms fire
received throughout the night but no other enemy activity. |
20th Oct. |

The lst platoon joined the 2nd and 3rd about 1200 on the crest of the
hill. The company was them ordered tqmvmca on down the northwest slope
of the hill and assist in taking the objective of "D" company (RJ 824454).

The company Jumped off about 1430 and worked thejr way down the slope,
meeting light resistance, arriving at the bottom of the hill abcout dusk.
Jde enemy positions on the northwest slope of the hill were all facing to
the north and as "F" company advanced they were found teo be unoccupied.
The company took up a defensive paaitinn.fnr_tha night at (82'?448).
2lst Oct.

Company moved out at 0800 with the lst pldbon on the right of road
ami the 3pd on the left with the 2nd in mpﬁnrt. Advanced north meeting
light resistance from the housed along the road. Remehed the objectlve
around 1030 and manned roadblocks there untlil relieved on the 235rd Oct.

I,gs_f,"- ==
|
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"F“% Company, 2nd Battaﬂan, 36th Armd Inf Regte
Interview with: 1l1lst Lt. Norman C. sﬁrait, COe
Preparéd by: Frederick P. Cooper, T/Sgt, 2nd Info & Hist Serve,

lst U.S.Army.
19th Oct.

As a part of Task Force Hogan, "F" company moved up to Line of Depart-
ure on the morning of the 19th. Jumped off at 0730, advancing in a column
pf platoons with the lst leading , the 2nd following and the drd in support.

The company advanced W thout meeting enemy opposition hase lines
A?lnd B. Upon crossing phrase line B the company deployed into a line of
skirmishers, with the 1lst platoon on the left (south), 2nd platoon in the
eenter and the 3rd on the right flank, The company advanced to Ste. Rafael
Cloister(836451) where the task fﬂrca. was divided into two semrate forces.
9 cumpany\btb;’aasigmd the mission of taking Lousberg Hill (830445).
(Notes: At this pericd Lt. sggaitm ;ﬁrd gi&bom leader).

The company advanced “uth from the Clolster with platoons on a line,
about 1000, The 1lst platoon worked @ way southeast to.a trail{859448)
“ down which they could make their way to the base of the hill. The
end and Srd platoons moved south and entered tle waods{855449)_, working
their way to the base of the hill where they were pinned down for appro-
ximately amnhour by small arms fire from the pillboxes on the slope. Also
received fire from emplaceménts on road embankment at @2944@.

The 1lst platoon in the meanwhile had advanced down trail where they
came under heavy fire from enemy positions on the Borth slope of Lousberg
Hill. They could not advance and withdrew to the Cloister.

The ord platoon withdrew to the road at north edge of the woods and
made their way west to the edge from where they again worked south to the
base of the hill, |

The 2nd platoon remained in the south edge of the wund31834447), en-
gaging the enemy with small arms and BAR fire.
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19th Oct,.

The 3rd platoon, working Mway along the edge of the woods,met
some small arms fire and captured a few prisoners in the woods Worked
thain?ﬁway to the base ﬂf‘the'hill and continued on to the crest, which
they reached about 1300. Set up an all-around defense and notified compar y
Hgs by runner that they had reached Epair objective.

The 2nd platﬂn'n wlthdrew from ﬂfpuaitiun(ﬁséﬁﬂ) and followed
gl ong the same route of the JSrd ﬁlatnmn,raaching the crest of the hill
at 1430.

The two platoons set up their defenses for the night; with the enemy
still dug in on the northwest part of the hill. Some small arms fire was
received throughout the night but no other enemy actlvity.
20th Qcte.

The lst platuan jnined the 2nd and 5Pd ghqut 1200 on the crest of the
hille The company was th&n nrduredtta advanca on down the northwest slope
of the hill and assist in taking the ubjectiva of "D" company (RJ 824454).

The company Jjumped off about 1450 and worked hﬁ"way down the slope,
meeting light resistance, arriving at the bottom of the hill about dusk.
The enemy positions on the northwest slope of tﬂe hill were all facing to
the north,and as "F" company advanced they were found to be unaccupied.
The company took up a defensive position for the night at @27448).
2lst Qcte.

Company moved out at 0800 with the lst plapon on the right of road
eni the Bpd on the left with the 2nd in support. Advanced north, meeting
light resistance from the housed along the road. Hﬂﬁh;d the objective

around 1030 and manned roadblocks there until relieved on the 23rd QOcte.
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SECTREY

"P" Companys 2nd Battalion, 36th Armd Inf Regbe.

Interview with: 1lst Lt. Norman C. Streit, CO.

Preparéd by: Frederick P. Cooper, T/Sgt, 2nd Info & Hist Serve,
1st U.S.Aruy.

19th Octe.

As a part of Task Force Hogan, "F" company moved up %o Line of Depart-
ure on the morning of the 19th. Jumped off at 0730, advancing in a column
pf platoons with the 1lst leading , the 2nd following and the 3rd in support.

The company advanced W thout meeting enemy opposition thru phase lines
A, Bnd B. Upon crossing phrase line B the company deployed into a line of
skirmishers, with the lst platoon on the left (south), Znd platoon in the
eenter and the 3rd on the right flank. The company advanced te St. Rafael
Cloister(836451) where the task force was dévided into tTwo se@rate forcese.
WP company being assigmed the mission of taking Lousberg Hill (830445). |
(Note: At this period Ls Strelt was Srd Ofatdon leader).

The company advanced south from the Cloister with platoons on a line,
about 1000, The lst platoon worked their way sautheast to a trail (859448)
L¥aK down which they could make their way to the base of the hill, Te
ond and 3rd platoons moved south and entered the woods(835449) working
their way to the base of the hill where they were pinned down for appro-
ximately a hour by small arms fire from the pillboxes on the slope. Also
received fire from emplacements on road embankment at 829448.

The 1st platoon in the meanvhile had advanced down trall where they
came under heavy fire from enemy positions on the Hortn slope of Lousberg
Hill, They could not advance and withdrew to the Cloister.

The 3rd platoon withdrew to the road at north edge of the woods and
made their way west to the edge from where they again worked south to the
base of the hill.

The 2nd platoon remainod in the south edge of 'tm woods(854447) en~-
gaging the enemy with small arms and BAR fire. |
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19th Octe

The 3rd platoon working their way along the edge of the woods met
some small arms fire and captured a few prisocners in the wood. Worked
theiry way to the base of the hill and continued on to the crest, which
| they reached about 1300 Set up an all around defense and notified compay
H@s by runner that they had reached their objective.

The 2nd platoon withdrew from their position(854447) and followed
along the same route of the 3rd platoon reaching the crest of the hill
at 1430,

The two platoons set up their defenses for the night with the enemy
still dug in on the northwest part of the hill, Some small arus fire
received throughout the night but no other enemy actlivity. -

_20th Octe '

The 1lst platoon Juinnd t-ha end ang‘hsm,qgmg 1200 on the crest of the
hill. The company was thﬂ ordo‘%&*tu aﬂmﬁu on down the northwest slope
of the hill and assist in taking the objective of "D" company (RJ 824454).

The company Jjumped off about 1430 and worked the§r way down the slope,
meeting light resistance, arriving at the bottom of the hill about dusk.
The enemy positions on the northwest slope of the hill were all facing to
the north and as "F" company advanced they were found to be unoccupled.
The company ﬁok up a defensive position for the night at 827448,
21st Octe |

Company moved out at 0800 with the lst pldbon on the right of road
ani the 8pd on the left withthe 2nd in support. Advanced north meeting
light resistance from the housed along the road. Reched the objectlve
around 1030 and manned roadblocks there until relieved on the 23rd Oct.
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